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Programme of Study
AT1 Core Objectives

Reflection & Response
AT2 Core Objectives

Knowledge and Understanding
Progression of Teaching Activities

Children should have opportunities to:
Children should be able to:
Children should be able to:


CELEBRATIONS

(i)  talk about their experience of celebrating

(ii)  join in and experience celebrations which might include religious ones

PEOPLE

(v)  reflect upon their own                                 uniqueness

(vi)  consider rules which people follow in their daily lives

PLACES

(iii)  consider the respect shown to symbols and artefacts in their usual surroundings

RITUALS & CEREMONIES

(iii)  consider the special nature of key symbols and artefacts in rituals and ceremonies

(iv)  observe and discuss some religious rituals and ceremonies

(v)  consider significant times in life, including rites of passage


(b)  describe how it feels to celebrate something

(e)  contribute ideas to a shared celebration
g)   reflect on good and bad behaviour and what that means to them

(n)  express something different about another person

(o)  reflect upon the differences between people

(h)  consider somebody else’s special thing in their home

(h)  reflect on the use of an artefact or symbol in a rite of passage

(k)  describe their feelings about a ritual or ceremony


(b)  identify some reasons for family celebrations

(e)  recognise the participants in a particular ceremony

(g)  know that right and wrong behaviour has consequences

(n)  know that people have different qualities

(o)  describe how differences between people may include what they believe

(h)  describe an important symbol or artefact found in a religious place

(h)  describe the use of a symbol/artefact in a religious ceremony

(k)  describe what happens at a ritual or ceremony

(n)  describe aspects of rites of passage


Consider/Respond
· In circle time each say something we like or something special about the child sitting beside us, beginning to recognise our own uniqueness in looking to see how people differ.

· Share what is special to us e.g. home, family, friends, books, toys, a new baby - think about how we care for such things.

· Talk about who we are and where we live, sharing memories, pictures, baby 'artefacts' and records, baptismal certificates and treasures.

Connect/React
· Compare similarities/differences between people's physical characteristics.

· Display life-size cut-outs of the class and celebrate differences!

· Make 'Myself' books that reflect personal aspects of each child, starting with their first (given, or Christian) name. Why is it so called?

· Read about the early life of Jesus. Talk about things that Mary knew about him before he was born. e.g. his name, that he was the son of God, that he would be called ’ most high’.

· Observe an infant baptism (on video, if not for real). Discuss the symbolic use of water in the font, candles, the clothes of the priest and maybe the baby too (the symbolic use of white), the solemn meaning of the words of the ceremony and the promises made by the parents and godparents.

Celebrate/Reflect
· Role-play the naming ceremony of a child from a particular faith. (Be aware that this is often a time for celebrating and asking God's blessing on the baby).

· Plan an appropriate celebration e.g. a thanksgiving, with a suitable focus, where everyone has a part to play. Prepare suitable food and activities. Design and exchange greeting cards. Share feelings as the excitement mounts!

Conclude/Review
· Recognise that everyone is special in their own way and with their own unique gifts.

· Name one of our own special gifts or talents and a gift or talent of a partner.
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Programme of Study
AT1 Core Objectives

Reflection & Response
AT2 Core Objectives

Knowledge and Understanding
Progression of Teaching Activities

Children should have opportunities to:
Children should be able to:
Children should be able to:


CELEBRATIONS

(iii)  explore the idea that there are a variety of religious and other traditions

PEOPLE

(ii)  learn about simple features of the lives of key figures

RITUALS & CEREMONIES

(ii) develop an awareness of the use of ceremony in its simplest form

WRITINGS

(i)  experience a wide range of writings and other writings which are used to communicate beliefs appropriate to the understanding of the pupils

(ii)  consider the special and important books in their own lives and the lives of others

(iii)  learn to associate particular texts with particular religions
(h)  consider the feelings of other children in an unfamiliar celebration

(e)  listen to and think about a story about something in the life of a special person

(e) describe their feelings about what happened at a special event

(b)  talk about a belief in a religious story

(e)  talk about a book that is special to someone else and say why

(h)  compare responses to important religious stories
(h)  describe some festivals

(e)  describe an event or events in the life of a key figure
(e) describe a ceremony in simple terms

(b)  know that many stories linked to a faith come from a named text

(e)  recognise that special books are used in some formal ceremonies

(h)  recognise that some festivals are based on special stories
Consider/Respond
· Reflection on a basket of parcels - guess what might be inside.

· What would be in your parcel? - the most precious thing you could give someone.

· What is the most precious gift someone has given you?

· Choose one gift that you think everyone in the world should have.

Connect/React

· Draw/invent a precious gift that doesn't cost money - make a gift tree - draw the gift inside an empty box, a gift for the world.

· Talk about the Bible used in worship as a special book - gift in sense of passing on precious stories/gift given.

· Use the festival of Saint Lucia – giving to the needy - discuss the meaning of the candles.

· Read a simple version of Christmas story, concentrate on order of events (not Magi) and belief of Christians that Jesus was the Messiah.

· Focus on the story of the Magi and the meaning of their gifts - meaning of Epiphany - Mary showing Jesus as a precious gift.

· Discuss, draw and write about the gifts the Magi gave and why.

Celebrate/Reflect
· Celebrate a ceremony such as an Advent service or Christingle and talk about the symbolism.

Conclude/Review
· Explore the gifts of the Magi using a multi-sensory approach and describe them.

· Describe in simple terms the ceremony they have taken part in.



  Unit 1.3: Faith Stories


Programme of Study
AT1 Core Objectives

Reflection & Response
AT2 Core Objectives

Knowledge and Understanding
Progression of Teaching Activities

Children should have opportunities to:
Children should be able to:
Children should be able to:


PEOPLE
(i)  explore the roles of special people in their lives and the lives of others.

(ii)  learn about the simple features of the lives of key figures

WRITINGS
(i)  experience a wide range of writings    and other writings which are used to communicate beliefs appropriate to the understanding of the pupils

(v) consider the respect which may be shown to certain religious books 
(b)  talk about people who are special to other people.

(e)  listen to and think about a story about something in the life of a special person

(b)  talk about a belief in a religious story

(n)   talk about their own feelings about inconsiderate treatment of special writings


(b)  name someone important to a member of a faith group

(e)  describe an event or events in the life of a key figure

(b)   tell how some stories linked to a faith come from named text.

(n)  recognise how some books are cared for, in order to show that they are special to the member of a faith group.
Consider/Respond

· Name people who are special. Talk about why these people are special. What do they do that makes them special?

· Tell a story about someone in your life and something that happened to them.

Connect/React 

· Introduce special books where faith stories have been written because they were so important.

· Demonstrate how special books are treated with respect and explore reactions to the mistreatment of special books.

· Tell/read famous  faith stories and make reference to the books they come from:

e.g:  Old Testament-the story of Moses left in the bulrushes, the story of the burning bush, Jonah and the whale. New Testament- Paul on the road to Damascus, shipwreck, stories about Jesus. Stories from other faiths.

· Act out some of the stories.

· Illustrate the stories.

Celebrate/Reflect

· Prepare a brief presentation of one story to share with another class/year.

· Talk about their favourite faith story.

Conclude/Review

· Discuss who are the special people for Christians.

· Make a class/whole school book of special stories chosen by children and others in school. Decide how to show that it is special and how it will be treated, where it will be kept etc.



 Unit 1.4: Surprises

Programme of Study
AT1 Core Objectives

Reflection & Response
AT2 Core Objectives

Knowledge and Understanding
Progression of Teaching Activities

Children should have opportunities to:
Children should be able to:
Children should be able to:


CELEBRATIONS
(iii)  explore the idea that there are a variety of religious and other traditions

(iv)  appreciate the special nature of religious and other festivals

(v)  explore symbols and artefacts used in religious festivals and celebrations

PEOPLE
(ii)  learn about simple features of the lives of key figures

(iv)  consider the special nature of key symbols and artefacts

WRITINGS 

(iii)  learn to associate particular texts with particular religions


(h)  consider the feelings of other children in an unfamiliar celebration

(k)  talk about food, music etc. in an unfamiliar celebration

(n)  reflect on precious things in the home or place of worship

(e)  listen to and think about a story about something in the life of a special person

(k)  appreciate why some things may be precious

(h)  compare responses to important  religious stories


(h) describe some festivals

(k)  show they know that some traditions linked to festivals have a religious meaning

(n)  give reasons why some objects are thought to be precious.

(e)  describe an event or events in the life of a key figure

(k)  relate simple symbols/artefacts to a religion

(h)  recognise that some festivals are based on special stories


Consider/Respond

· Focus on the word ‘precious’ - what it means to you - introduce a related artefact and talk about who it is special to.  Cross/candle.  Egg - focus on what is in the egg.  Real/cardboard with artefact inside - cross/candle.   Is it precious?  Surprises.

· How does it feel to give or receive a surprise? - unexpected.  When is a surprise not a surprise? - shock! - record surprises.

Connect/React

· Tell the miracle stories of Jesus - how his friends and followers were surprised.  Healing stories/loaves and fishes/walking on water/catch of fish/personal response - do you believe it?  Explain that these stories are found in the Bible.

· Focus on artefacts - cross/candle/egg (tell the story about Jesus’ death and Resurrection, low key).

· Present the Resurrection as the 'big' surprise.  Talk about Jesus’ return from the dead , pretend to be a friend of Jesus, draw and write about how you felt.

Celebrate/Reflect

· Plan and prepare a chosen celebration, e.g:

· Holi - throwing coloured streamers/story of Prince Prahlad/(Hinduism).  (Sunshine book RE KS1) - consider feelings of others.

· Have a celebration of surprises based on/including the Easter story and a surprise party (link to Mothering Sunday - planning surprises).  Read out surprises they have experienced in a shared time with songs and candles - have surprise sweets and food (Holi/Easter).

Conclude/Review
· Draw and write about a known surprise story of Jesus.

 

 Unit 1.5: Living in Our World

Programme of Study
AT1 Core Objectives

Reflection & Response
AT2 Core Objectives

Knowledge and Understanding
Progression of Teaching Activities

Children should have opportunities to:
Children should be able to:
Children should be able to:


PEOPLE

(v)  reflect upon their own uniqueness

(vi)  consider rules which people follow in their daily lives 

PLACES

(i)  explore the idea of special places

(iv)  develop their understanding that special places should be treated with respect

(v)  learn to appreciate the world as a special place

WRITINGS
(i)  experience a range of stories and other writings which are used to communicate beliefs appropriate to the understanding of the pupils


(n)  express something different about another person

(q)  reflect on good and bad behaviour and what that means to them

(b)  talk to someone about their special place

(k)  talk about their own feelings about inconsiderate treatment of special places

(n)  think about and explore ways in which they can look after their local area

(b)  talk about a belief in a religious story
(n)  know that people have different qualities

(q)  know that right and wrong behaviour has consequences

(n)  understand that the world is a special place

(e)  tell how some stories linked to faith come from a named text
Consider/Respond  

· Read – a suitable story as an introduction to the idea of how we are all different and the same. In a circle ask the children to name one thing about themselves that makes them unique e.g. ‘My eyes are green’, ‘I like fried rice’, then contrast with a statement about being happy or sad e.g. ‘I am sad when.... I am happy when....’

· If appropriate talk about rules which guide our lives e.g. classroom rules - what do they mean? What happens when we don't keep the rules? People are sad - is there a consequence?

·  Create a picture to show how they are different or the same (20 min). Could be collage or paint or pastel - each child then brings their picture of themselves back to the circle to become part of a class picture/display.

· Read the story again to conclude with the children focusing on their picture/s.

Connect/React

· Read/tell/demonstrate the story - One World, by Michael Foreman (demonstrate using a sand tray/ bucket) and pause at the appropriate points to discuss the children's actions.  Encourage the class/group to talk about what they would do. At the end of the story ask the children in turn to say one thing that they have learnt about how  we should treat the world. In pairs/groups/ or as individuals create 2 pictures showing how the world should be and what it could look like if we did not look after it (picture could use a variety of media).

· Who gives us rules for looking after the world? What are they?  Can you think of more? Which are the more important? 

· Read God's Wonderful World  - talk about how God wants people who believe in him to look after the world - relate to the rules - a commandment.

· Read What if? Our world and How it Works by H Goddard- talk about how our world would look if we had no water, no sun, no plants, no creatures - create a poster which shows how we should look after our world.

· In a circle ask the children to name one place that is special to them and say why it is special. Identify special places in the local area - ask the children if different people have different special places - can they name a special place for Christians, Muslims? Who look after these places?  How are they cared for?

Celebrate/Reflect

· Learn the song Think of a World Without any Flowers - create a picture/collage - as you sing the song remove from the picture - reflect on the final picture - empty world.

Conclude/Review

· Write/ draw some ways to care for special places.

· Write some rules to help people look after a place of worship.





 Unit 1.6: People and Worship

Programme of Study
AT1 Core Objectives

Reflection & Response
AT2 Core Objectives

Knowledge and Understanding
Progression of Teaching Activities

Children should have opportunities to:
Children should be able to:
Children should be able to:


CELEBRATIONS

(v)  explore symbols and artefacts used in religious festivals and celebrations

PEOPLE

(i)  explore the roles of special people in their lives and the lives of others

(iii)  learn about religious leaders in the community

PLACES

(i)  explore the idea of special places

(ii)  consider a local place of worship and visit whenever possible

RITUALS & CEREMONIES

(i)  consider the uses and meanings of actions which are often repeated

(ii)  develop an awareness of the use of ceremony in its simplest form                           

WRITINGS

(iv)  observe special writings in their usual surroundings and in use

(v)  consider the respect which may be shown to certain religious books
(n)  reflect on precious things in the home or place of worship

(b)  talk about people special to other people

(h)  talk about how they care for others

(b)  talk to someone else 

about their special places

(e)  share how they feel and what they think about a local place of worship

(b)  talk about why people repeat actions in their daily lives

(e)  describe their feelings about what happened at a special event

(k)  listen carefully to a special piece of writing and talk about what it means

(n)  talk about their own feelings about inconsiderate treatment of special writings
(n)  give reasons why some objects are thought to be precious

(b)  name someone important to a member of a faith group

(h)  describe something that a religious leader does

(b)  show that a religious building can be special to some people

(e)  give the name of the building and the name of the people who worship in a local place of worship

(b)  describe a number of religious actions that are repeated and may form a sequence

(e)  describe a ceremony  in simple terms

(k)  know where special books/writings are used and by whom

(n)  recognise how some books are cared for, in order to show that they are special to the member of a faith group
Consider/Respond

· Brainstorm ideas about our own 'special places'. Does anybody pray in your special place? Do any celebrations take place there? Are there any special objects? What do we wear in our special place? Who comes to this place? How do we feel when we visit?

· Look at a collection of pictures of people at worship in the home and in places of worship.

· Ask what is a place of worship? Who goes there and why? What happens there? Who looks after it? Who leads the worship? How do they dress?

· Compare the features of your special place with a place of worship. List things that are the same and different.

Connect/React

· Prepare questions to ask during a visit to a place of worship. 

· Visit a local place of worship and/or watch a video showing such a place.

· Listen to someone there talking about why the place is special and what goes on each day.

· Look at the building/furniture/artefacts/ornamentation/vestments closely. Name/handle/smell/hear things as far as possible. Take particular notice of artefacts, including special books, and the ways in which these are cared for.

· Hear a reading from a special piece of writing in the place of worship, and talk about its meaning.

· Name the objects found in the place of worship, sort and match pictures and names.

· Each pupil chooses an artefact used in a place of worship which they like, and shares their thoughts with a partner.

· Listen to different types of music (chants, plainsong, organ music, joyful, sombre etc.), heard in a place of worship, talk about the music and talk about what they enjoyed.

· Collect pictures of special people associated with the place of worship showing the role they have to play there, create a montage.

Celebrate/Reflect

· Plan a celebration to be held in a place of worship. e.g. a ‘thank you’ celebration, a ‘friend’s’ celebration, a wonderful world celebration, an end of year celebration. To include music, reading, art, dance/drama, dressing up, use of artefacts, procession.

Conclude/Review

· Draw, write and talk about their favourite memory of the place of worship. 


 Unit 2.1: What Makes a Family?

Programme of Study
AT1 Core Objectives

Reflection & Response
AT2 Core Objectives

Knowledge and Understanding
Progression of Teaching Activities

Children should have opportunities to:
Children should be able to:
Children should be able to:


CELEBRATIONS

(iv)  appreciate the special nature of religious and other festivals

RITUALS & CEREMONIES
(i)  consider the uses and meanings of actions which are often repeated

PEOPLE

(i)  explore the roles of special people in their lives and the lives of others

(ii) learn about simple features of the lives of key figures

(iii)  learn about religious leaders in the community

(v)  reflect upon their own uniqueness

(vi)  consider rules which people follow in their daily lives

PLACES

(i)  explore the idea of special places

(ii)  consider a local place of worship and visit whenever possible

WRITINGS

(v)  consider the respect which may be shown to certain religious books
(l)  talk about why certain food, music etc. is special at certain times

(c)  discuss their own experiences about activities they share with others

(c)  give reasons why people are special to themselves and others

(f)  order special events in own life and discuss

(l)  reflect on the role of a leader they know

(o)  reflect upon the difference between people

(r)  give reasons for their actions
(c)  consider different reasons why places are special to themselves and others

(f)  express why a place of worship is special

(o)  talk about reasons why religious books are special to some people
(c)  describe actions which may be repeated by a religious group at a particular time

(c)  say why a key figure may be special in the life of a member of a faith group

(o)  know that differences between people may include what they believe

(r)  know that religious people have special rules that they follow

(c)  know that a variety of places are special to members of faith groups

(f)  explain why a place of worship is a special place for some people

(o)  know that ceremonies and rituals can be associated with using special books in places of worship
Consider/Respond

· Consider what it means to belong to a family group or supportive community e.g: class/school, village/local community, sharing good times and hard times together.

· Share experiences, feelings, memories (some pictorial perhaps) about their own family life, experiences and activities, past and present. 

Connect/React

· Learn some familiar greetings (and meanings) from other faiths.

· Draw symbols and badges which show belonging, e.g. school badge, family crest, uncut hair, turban, faith symbols - the cross, the wheel, the star of David.

· Sequence own/family /school routines - daily, weekly - discuss their functions and meaning, and the pattern that brings to everyday life. List own family rules.

· Use the Bible to share the story of Jesus being lost in the temple and talk about the feelings of his family. Compare this with an event in their own lives.

· Explore a local faith community. Meet a member of that particular ‘family' and ask about their shared beliefs, symbols of belonging and events in their ‘family life’. What happens there in the daily/weekly pattern of services and meetings and are there any 'rules'?  Who is the leader and what part do they play?  Find out about how members support the leader and each other, everybody making their own unique contribution, according to their talents.

· Learn of the special importance of symbols and rituals in the homes of families of other faiths. 

Celebrate/Reflect
· Re-enact a family celebration/ritual - naming, weddings, anniversaries, Bar/Bat Mitzvah - looking at the special food, clothes, gifts, music, ceremonies, special books and places for the traditions that surround such an event.

· Look at Hindu celebration of Raksha Bandhan and how this reinforces close sibling ties (giving of bracelets/sweets by boys to female relatives); or how puja in the home unites the family and makes people feel special, as do Muslim family celebrations.

· Celebrate in a painting the school 'family' with everybody represented in it, each child identifying the contribution that they feel they make to it.

Conclude/Review
· Make a poster of school/class rules and explain why we need them.

· Talk about a 'faith family' and what this means to a believer and their life. Link their belief to the special place where they worship.




 Unit 2.2: Light and Dark

Programme of Study
AT1 Core Objectives

Reflection & Response
AT2 Core Objectives

Knowledge and Understanding
Progression of Teaching Activities

Children should have opportunities to:
Children should be able to:
Children should be able to:


CELEBRATIONS

(i)  talk about their experience of celebrating

(iii)  join in and experience celebrations which might include religious ones

(iv)  appreciate the special nature of religious and other festivals

PEOPLE

(iv)  consider the special nature of key symbols and artefacts

RITUALS & CEREMONIES

(iii)  consider the special nature of key symbols and artefacts in rituals and ceremonies 

WRITINGS

(iii)  learn to associate particular texts with particular religions


(l)  reflect upon a religious artefact and discuss ideas

(i)  discuss reasons why certain artefacts are special to some people

(i)  listen quietly to a famous prayer and discuss its meaning


c)  identify reasons for formal religious celebrations.

(i)  show they know that people in different faiths celebrate festivals in different ways.

(l)  identify some similar features of a number of festivals

(l)  begin to recognise how symbols/artefacts are used

(i)  describe the use of a number of symbols/artefacts in a religious ceremony

(i)  relate aspects of a story linked to a major festival


Consider/Respond

· Candle Circle: focus on a lighted candle, explore words and ideas linked to light, suggest how people can be 'like a light' in the things they do.  Extinguish the candles and talk sensitively about darkness.  Think of reasons why candles are special to some people, record the ideas.
Connect/React

· Tell stories of light other than the Christmas story and explore their meanings. e.g. Rama and Sita, St Paul on the road to Damascus, creation stories.
· Talk about familiar celebrations which use light and list them. 
· Using artefacts, discuss the types of lights used in religious celebrations and their symbolism e.g.: puja tray, diva, Hanukkah, Advent ring, votive light stand, Christingle, havdallah candle.
·  Use the Old Testament prophecy from Isaiah to explain that  the Messiah was expected to come and be  ‘like a light’. ( Handel’s Messiah, Godspell ‘Prepare Ye the Way’) 
· Tell the Christmas story and identify when light is used. Look at a variety of Christmas carols and songs where light is mentioned.
· Ask the question: What did God promise about Jesus?  How would he be like a light? Share ideas.
Celebrate/Reflect

· Have a Christingle celebration or informal class celebration including lights, readings, music and carols and a time for reflection.
Conclude/Review

· Re-establish the candle circle.  Use a sentence prompt such as: Christians celebrate Christmas because…………..( in order to assess progress.)



 Unit 2.3: Leaders - What They Said and Did

Programme of Study
AT1 Core Objectives

Reflection & Response
AT2 Core Objectives

Knowledge and Understanding
Progression of Teaching Activities

Children should have opportunities to:
Children should be able to:
Children should be able to:


PEOPLE

(i)  explore the roles of special people in their lives and the lives of others

(ii)  learn about simple features of the lives of key figures

(iii)  learn about religious leaders in the community

(vi)  consider rules which people follow in their daily lives

WRITINGS

(ii) experience a wide range of  stories and other writings which are used to communicate beliefs appropriate to the understanding of the pupils
(c)  give reasons why people are special to themselves and others

(i)  reflect on the role of a leader they know

(r)  give reasons for their actions
(c)  compare the response of a member of a faith group in a story to a belief/response of their own
(c)  say why a key figure may be special in the life of a member of a faith group

(f)  order a simple series of events in the life of a key figure

(r)  know  about the special rules that  religious people follow

(c)  retell a story which involves belief from a religion
Consider/Respond

· Consider what it’s like to be a leader – ‘play follow my leader’ - play games where you need to take turns.

· Consider  what  you have to do to be a leader and  what it  is like to be a follower?

· Name some leaders in school, the local community, parliament, and faiths.

Connect/React

· Talk to a leader in school, ask them about their job, record/write about a leader they know.
· Brainstorm the qualities of a leader, relate these to faith leaders.

· Talk to/interview a religious leader in the local community - tape the interview - prepare questions beforehand.

· Think/draw/write about the role of the leader.

· Share stories about Jesus which helped people to change their lives e.g. Zaccheus, healing stories, miracle stories.

· Hear a story of a leader from another faith and the message they are giving, (e.g. Guru Har Gobind and his cloak, Muhammad throwing the idols out of the Ka’aba).

Celebrate/Reflect

· Play games - involving a leader.

· Have a naming time – name a famous leader and present some information about them.

· Have a leader's party - invite a leader e.g. team captains, Brown Owl, vicar, etc.

· Make and present some “good leader” awards.

Conclude/Review

· Revisit a story - talk about the actions of a leader in the story - why did they behave as they did?

· As part of a circle time – share something they have done that is good/bad and give a reason for their actions.




 Unit 2.4: Endings and Beginnings

Programme of Study
AT1 Core Objectives

Reflection & Response
AT2 Core Objectives

Knowledge and Understanding
Progression of Teaching Activities

Children should have opportunities to:
Children should be able to:
Children should be able to:


CELEBRATIONS

(iii)  explore the idea that there is a variety of religions and other traditions

(iv)  appreciate the special nature of religious and other festivals

(v)  explore symbols and artefacts used in religious festivals and celebrations

PEOPLE

(ii) learn about simple features of the lives of key figures

(iii) learn about religious leaders in the community

(iv)  consider the special nature of key symbols and artefacts

WRITINGS

(iv)  observe special writings in their usual surroundings and in use
(i)  compare their own feelings to those of others in taking part in a festival

(l)  talk about why certain food, music, etc. is special at certain times

(o)  reflect on artefacts used in formal celebrations

(l)  reflect upon a religious artefact and discuss ideas

(l)  reflect upon a piece of sacred writing as part of a ceremony in school
(i)  show they know that people in different faiths celebrate festivals in different ways

(l)  identify some similar features of a number of festivals

(o)  recognise and name some artefacts linked to a celebration

(f)  order a simple series of events in the life of a key figure

(i)  describe the role of a religious leader in a formal ceremony

(l)  begin to recognise how symbols/artefacts are used


Consider/Respond

· Reflect on endings in their own lives - day, year, school, a life, pet, relation.

· Consider new beginnings in a variety of cultures/faiths- New Year traditions.

· From sunrise to sunset - what would you do in your ideal day? How would you really like to spend a new day? – Compare with a faith member.

· Design a 'Thinking about you’ card for someone who is happy or sad, at an ending or at a beginning.   Look at range of commercially available cards.

Connect/React 

· Rites of passage - Explore ceremonies associated with birth and death.  Write about a naming ceremony, baptism or funeral they have attended.  Focus on the artefacts used and the role of the religious leader.

· Share the Passover story and talk about the new beginning in the Israelites relationship with God.  Use drama, dance, poetry to illustrate the story of the Red Sea crossing.

· Watch or act out a ceremony for the beginning and end of Shabbat – candles, spice box, wine.

· Make a collection of different types of crosses from around the world, and find out about their symbolic meaning.

· Tell the Palm Sunday story - crosses 'beginning of the final part of Jesus’ earthly life' - blessing of palm leaves – vicar to talk about palm crosses and making them.  

· Act out the Palm Sunday entry of Jesus into Jerusalem.

· Tell the story of the death and resurrection of Jesus.  Focus on the sadness of Good Friday and emphasise the joy of Easter morning as a new beginning.

Celebrate/Reflect

· Plan and share in a Palm celebration (involve local leader) - include songs, reading of story - carrying palms, Hot Cross buns.

· Hold a Passover celebration meal, using simplified Seder food and artefacts.
Conclude/Review

· Present a 'Happy Ending', in their chosen form, using stories they have covered from Judaism and Christianity.     e.g. Easter or Passover.



Unit 2.5: Poems, Prayers and Promises

Programme of Study
AT1 Core Objectives

Reflection & Response
AT2 Core Objectives

Knowledge and Understanding
Progression of Teaching Activities

Children should have opportunities to:
Children should be able to:
Children should be able to:


CELEBRATIONS

(ii) join in and experience celebrations which might  include religious ones

PLACES

(iv)  develop their understanding that special places should be treated with respect

(v)  learn to appreciate the world as a special place

WRITINGS

(ii)  consider special and important books in their own lives and the lives of others

(iii)  learn to associate particular texts with particular religions

(iv)  observe special writings in their usual surroundings and in use

(v)  consider the respect which may be shown to certain religious books


(f)  take part in a role-play ceremony

(l)  talk about reasons why religious places are special to some people

(o)  think about why the world is special

(f)  express feelings following reflection on a piece of simple religious literature

(i)  listen quietly to a famous prayer and discuss its meaning

(l)  reflect upon a piece of sacred writing as part of a ceremony in school

(o)  talk about reasons why religious books are special to some people.
(f)  understand the roles of participants in a particular ceremony

(l)  describe ceremonies and rituals which can be associated with places of worship

(o)  give reasons why the world should be treated with respect and everyone has a part to play

(f)  know that faiths have special stories and literature

(l)  know why a special book may be used as part of ceremony

(o)  show that ceremonies and rituals can be associated with using special books in places of worship


Consider/Respond

· Choose a favourite book of poems/prayers and share in circle time. Invite a visitor to share their favourite poems/prayers.

· Listen to a famous poem/prayer and share feelings about it. When might you say it? Did it remind you of anything? Respond to the poem/prayer with a picture.

· Read stories about promises and talk about the most important promises they or others have made.

Connect/React

· Consider/listen to/read a variety of poems from different traditions linked to the natural world. (You could use the verses from a children's worship song). Talk about the language, consider different styles. Recreate the imagery of the words using the expressive arts.

· Watch or listen to a ceremony where prayers are said and talk about the meaning and why they are used and where they can be found. e.g. special/holy book. Consider the respect with which certain holy books are treated.

· In pairs, small groups, a whole class or as an individual write their own poem/prayer/song celebrating the natural world.

· Consider what is a promise - who makes promises - start with the home/school agreement, extend to look at other promises e.g. country code, Rainbow/ Brownie/Beaver promise - talk about the preparation required before making a promise. Children could write their own promises.

· Consider beliefs about creation - God's promise - care for the world. (e.g. the rainbow, Gen. 7-9, the lilies of the field,  Matt.5-7).

· Tell the story of how Jesus taught the Lord’s Prayer to his friends. 

Celebrate/Reflect

· Have a time of sharing - when children can read/reflect on a piece of sacred writing that is important to a believer. Create a time of stillness.

· Consider promises made during a baptism or wedding ceremony - talk about the words. Role-play a baptism or wedding ceremony and focus on prayers and promises.

· Listen to a simple version of the Lord’s Prayer and talk about what the believer prays for.

Conclude/Review

· Choose a favourite/class hymn/worship song and reflect on the words and how they make you feel.  Choose one 'feelings' word and illustrate it for display. (e.g. choose a line from the Lord’s Prayer and talk about what it means to them).





Unit 2.6: What Happens in a Place of Worship?

Programme of Study
AT1 Core Objectives

Reflection & Response
AT2 Core Objectives

Knowledge and Understanding
Progression of Teaching Activities

Children should have opportunities to:
Children should be able to:
Children should be able to:


CELEBRATIONS

(i)  talk about their experience of celebrating

PEOPLE

(iii) learn about religious leaders in the community

PLACES

(ii) consider a local place of worship and visit whenever possible

(iii) consider the respect shown to symbols and artefacts in their usual surroundings

(iv) develop their understanding that special places should be treated with respect

RITUALS & CEREMONIES
(ii) develop an awareness of the use of ceremony in its simplest form

(iii) consider the special nature of key symbols and artefacts in rituals and ceremonies

(iv) observe and discuss some religious rituals and ceremonies

(v) consider significant times in life, including rites of passage


(c)  talk about different people's feelings in a formal celebration

(i)  reflect on the role of a leader they know

(f) express why a place of worship is special

(i)  think about the similarities and differences between their special thing at home and a special thing from a religious place

(l)  talk about reasons why religious places are special to some people

(f) compare their thoughts and feelings about ceremonies with others

(i) discuss reasons why certain artefacts and symbols are special to some people

(l) describe how others might feel at a ritual or ceremony

(o)  compare their own feelings about significant times with those of others
(c)  identify reasons for formal religious celebrations

(g) describe the role of a religious leader in a formal ceremony

(g)  explain why a place of worship is a special place for some people and to explain simply why

(j)  describe how an important religious artefact or symbol is used in a religious place

(m)  describe ceremonies and rituals which can be associated with places of worship

(f)  describe a number of religious ceremonies

(i)  describe the use of a number of symbols/artefacts in a religious ceremony

(l)  describe what happens at a number of rituals and ceremonies

(o)  describe aspects of a number of rites of passage


Consider/Respond

· What is a celebration? – share ideas and experiences of special times in our lives when we are happy/thankful/remembering/moving on/rewarded/making promises. List the celebrations, then list where they took place.  Discuss the setting of the place for the celebration.

· How do we feel at such times? Who shares those feelings?

· Remember a specific shared school/class celebration and talk about what we did and how it made us feel. Do we all remember the same things and the same feelings?

Connect/React

· Visit a local place of worship and ask about the pattern of daily/ weekly/ monthly/ annual events there. Who comes along? Draw the pattern as a cycle or a timeline.

· Are there special days that follow a special routine, in the place of worship? What are the traditions and rituals that govern such days? Show the timetable of such days and compare them with a typical school day. Are there any old traditions at school?

· Draw a timeline for a person's life, showing the main events that are celebrated in pictures. Compare a timeline for a non-believer and a person with a faith. Role-play?

· Talk to a faith leader about which special events in a believer's life may be celebrated in a place of worship and the part the leader has to play in those.

· Look at/handle/draw the artefacts used in such celebrations and discuss by whom, what, when and how they are part of the occasion.

· Talk about the symbolism found in a place of worship. Compare this with the symbols found  in school and at home – badges, signs, logos. What do they mean?

· Using the stimulus of the faith symbols, invent a new sign or symbol – perhaps with computer graphics – for a favourite game or object or hobby at home.

Celebrate/Reflect

· Share in celebration(s) at a place of worship, having if possible taken part in the planning. An end of year service may be appropriate, marking as it does the end of Key Stage for Year 2 and a time for transition in pupils' lives. Use creative expression as appropriate to the occasion e.g. music, drama, dance. Think of the symbolism of colour and movement, and the mood and atmosphere you hope to establish.

· Role-play other celebrations back at school, having previously observed the leader's part. Can such a celebration run without a lead role? Take it in turns to act the lead.

Conclude/Review

· When is the next special time in the faith/school calendar? What is the next special time that we are looking forward to in our own lives?

· Make a book of celebration to record the event in which the children have taken part. Looking back through it will provide a source of future enjoyment and pride for all.

· Reflect on feelings before, during and after the occasion, using pictures and tapes of the event as a prompt, perhaps. Could the same feelings have been generated if the event had been held elsewhere?  

· Talk with someone else (a partner or visitor) about their feelings at a celebration. Tell the rest of the group what the partner or visitor felt.


 Unit 3.1: Ritual in My Life and the Lives of Others

Programme of Study
AT1 Core Objectives

Reflection & Response
AT2 Core Objectives

Knowledge and Understanding
Progression of Teaching Activities

Children should have opportunities to:
Children should be able to:
Children should be able to:


PEOPLE

(ii)  meet people with religious beliefs

(iii)  consider the roles of local religious leaders

(iv) explore symbols and artefacts related to people

RITUALS & CEREMONIES

(i)  consider the patterns of activities in people's lives including their own

(ii)  observe rituals and ceremonies and discuss them, if possible with those involved

(iv) consider ceremonies associated with rites of passage


c)  consider own thoughts and beliefs in relation to activities of local faith communities

(d) consider activities of leaders in own lives

(e)  describe own experiences of religious leaders in the community

(f)  describe artefacts and symbols they may wear, own or carry which relate to own thoughts and feelings

(a)  express their thoughts about the events in their daily life

 (b)  consider  the role of a member of a faith group in a religious ceremony

(d)  express their  thoughts and feelings about a rite of passage


(c)  describe the activities of local faith communities

(d)  describe some of the things which religious leaders do in the local community in a pastoral role

e)   describe artefacts and symbols which members of faith groups may wear or carry relating to their beliefs

(a)  describe how their day/week is organised and why

(b)  describe a ritual or ceremony

( e) describe a rite of passage

( f) name and describe the use of religious artefacts and symbols associated with a rite of passage.
Consider/Respond

· In circle time think about the events of the day so far and identify things that they ‘ always do’. Discuss with a partner. 

· Introduce the word ‘ritual’ and think about a typical week in their lives. Talk with a partner about the things that could be ‘rituals’ in a week.

· Focus on one thing that is a ‘ ritual ‘ for them and represent it as a drawing, symbol or word. Bring back to the group and discuss.

Connect/React

· Observe on video or through pictures, a ceremony which involves a ritual and a rite of passage e.g.: First Communion service, confirmations, baptism, wudu, puja, ceremonies associated with the Guru Granth Sahib, Shabbat Bar Mitzvah. List the rituals within the ceremony and discuss.

· Compare own rituals with those in the ceremony and identify similarities and differences.

· Talk to a local religious leader about the rituals in their life, the symbols they wear/use and their role in the community.

· Complete a ‘ web of belonging’ with each child, identifying the people and groups to which they belong. Highlight a leader in each of the groups they belong to and discuss the role of the leader, their qualities and how they help the group.

· Investigate children’s own symbols, draw them, write about them and compare them to those identified by the faith leader. Use the symbols to illustrate the ‘web of belonging’.

Celebrate/Reflect

· Join in a celebration where there is an agreed ritual, e.g. Harvest, Sukkot, saint’s day, Plough Sunday. List the rituals in order and talk about how it felt to join in.

Conclude/Review

· After discussion, children compare a ritual or symbol of their own with one identified for the visitor who came to school. Give reasons why the chosen things are important to themselves and to the believer.

· List and describe the use of some important artefacts in a rite of passage.


Unit 3.2: Remembering

Programme of Study
AT1 Core Objectives

Reflection & Response
AT2 Core Objectives

Knowledge and Understanding
Progression of Teaching Activities

Children should have opportunities to:
Children should be able to:
Children should be able to:


CELEBRATIONS

(i)  explore a variety of celebrations including religious festivals

(ii)  develop a feeling of what a celebration means to people

(iii)  explore the significance of story, drama, art, dance, etc. in a major religious festival or celebration

(iv)  observe the ceremonial use of artefacts

(v)  Explore ways in which festivals and celebrations reflect belief about life and death
a)  plan and participate in a celebration in the style of a religious festival

(b)  begin to relate the actions of members of faith groups at a celebration to personal experience

(c)  use music or dance to recreate the feelings expressed in a religious festival

(d)  describe the reactions/feelings relating to the use of an artefact in school worship

(e) discuss  the feelings of participants in celebrations relating to death and new life
(a)  demonstrate knowledge of some beliefs linked to major festivals
(b)  observe and describe the significance of the actions of members of faith groups at a celebration

c)  re-enact a festival/celebration using a selection of the elements in the POS

(d)  know the meaning of the use of the key symbols or artefacts relating to major celebrations

(e)  know some details of festivals that celebrate death and new life
Consider/Respond

· Begin with a poem about remembering - circle - stillness.  Ask for one comment following poem.  Think about our own memories which stand out clearly even though they happened a long time ago.  

· Choose a happy memory - share it with a friend.  Share in the group if you want to.  Sensitively suggest there are some memories which are sad/regretful and we find hard to share/wish we could destroy them e.g. things we've done and feel sorry about.  

· Ceremonial activity/ritual e.g. have an object to represent the memory e.g. pinch of salt, pebble, piece of paper with memory written on it, which are each placed in a suitable receptacle and destroyed safely. Discuss the feelings of those involved.
Connect/React

· Direct teaching about Rosh Hashanah, the Jewish festival of remembrance and putting things right or Wesak - three important aspects of the Buddha's life or Eid-ul-Fitr (Islam)
· Watch a video of a ceremony. Focus on part of the ceremony and discuss what happened, what was used, play music - discuss children's response.  How it made you feel.
· Observe 1-minute silence.  List the components of a ceremony e.g. processing/reading/singing/food/symbols/action and look at another celebration and compare components.  What makes a ceremony?
· Discuss the ceremonies and rituals people associate with Christmas. Draw and write about one of them.
Celebrate/Reflect

· Plan a memorable Christmas celebration using a Christmas story/dance/music modelled on elements of ceremony identified.  Take part in it.
· Talk about how it felt to take part in the celebration and how they think it will help them remember the meaning of Christmas.
Conclude/Review

· Work with pictures of people taking part in the ceremonies studied so far.  Link the sections of people in the ceremony to their beliefs.



 Unit 3.3: Heroes and Heroines

Programme of Study
AT1 Core Objectives

Reflection & Response
AT2 Core Objectives

Knowledge and Understanding
Progression of Teaching Activities

Children should have opportunities to:
Children should be able to:
Children should be able to:


PEOPLE
(i)  explore the lives and work of special people including key religious figures in history and today

WRITINGS
(i)  watch, read, discuss and listen to a range of stories and religious writings from various sources, appropriate to their level of understanding
(a)  express thoughts of and feelings about the work of special people

(a)  express an opinion about the action of a member of a faith group in a story 
(a)  describe major events in the lives of key figures

(b)  give examples of key religious figures and briefly explain their significance to members of their groups

(a)  recognise that a belief is related to an action through a religious story 
Consider/Respond

· Think about: What is a hero? Who are your heroes and why?  Discuss/brainstorm. Make a montage of your heroes and heroines.  Are there any local heroes? 

· Explore personal names and names of local places of worship and make links to religious figures.

· Talk about saints- past/present - who are they? what are they? why are they remembered?

· Choose one saint and tell their story.

Connect/React

· Local saints - investigate the lives of local saints e.g. St Hugh, St Hilda.

· Visit a local Cathedral/Abbey/Minster associated with a saint.

· Tell the story of a local saint - dramatise key events.

· Compare the life of a saint with a modern day hero - identify similarities and differences.

· Express their own opinion on the life/actions of a past/present hero.

· Devise a media presentation on the works of a saint.  Write relevant questions to ask the saint.  Role- play the interview and report in journalistic style (newspaper, radio, television).

· Make a 'Heart of Gold Award' for someone in your life who is deserving.

· Collect signs, symbols, icons and/or pictures linked to saints' names.

Celebrate/Reflect

· Saints day - Local heroes – invite a local ‘hero’ in to thank them for their work and share his/her experiences. Celebrate the life of a local hero or saint.

· Have an assembly where you present your 'Hearts of Gold Awards' (See above).

Conclude/Review

· Make a storyboard of the life and works of a 'saint' (ancient/modern/local).

· Make a display for the hall depicting the lives of local heroes and heroines.




 Unit 3.4: Food and Fasting

Programme of Study
AT1 Core Objectives

Reflection & Response
AT2 Core Objectives

Knowledge and Understanding
Progression of Teaching Activities

Children should have opportunities to:
Children should be able to:
Children should be able to:


CELEBRATIONS

(i) explore a variety of celebrations, including religious festivals

(ii) develop a feeling of what celebration means to people

(iii) explore the significance of story , drama, art, dance etc. in a major religious festival or celebration

(iv) observe the ceremonial use of artefacts

PEOPLE
(v) consider how people live their lives according to beliefs and rules
(a)  plan and participate in a celebration in the style of a religious festival

(b)  begin to relate the actions of members of faith groups at a celebration, to personal experience

(c)  use creative arts to express feelings in a religious festival

(d) describe reactions/feelings relating to the use of an artefact in school worship

(g) give reasons for their actions and try to explain the origin of their reasons
(a) demonstrate knowledge of some beliefs linked to major festivals

(b)  observe and describe the significance of the actions of members of faith groups at a celebration

(c)  re-enact a festival/celebration using a selection of  the elements in the POS

(d) give the meaning  of the use of key symbols or artefacts relating to major celebrations

(f)  describe how members of faith groups are guided by rules, laws and traditions in their lives
Consider/Respond

· Brainstorm special foods for special times.

· Share a special food and talk about what makes it special.

· Create a display of festival food, using pictures, glazed bread etc.

Connect/React

· In groups find out about and present to others, information about food linked to different festivals and celebrations.

· Talk about what we mean by ‘fasting’ with reference to Lent, Ramadan and Yom Kippur. Make a list of reasons why people might fast. Agree with the group about something that they could try to go without for a short time.

· Write about their experience of going without and explain how they felt.

· Investigate the celebrations based on new beginnings following suffering. (Easter, Passover, Eid-ul Fitr)

· Draw and write about the artefacts associated with the above celebration, saying how they are used and exploring the symbolism.

· Focus on pain and celebration in the Easter story: Who suffered and what they suffered, who celebrated and why.

Celebrate/Reflect

· Through the use of drama/dance/music and food present ideas linked to suffering and celebration. The Easter story could be included.
· Find some appropriate recipes to make a range of traditional foods linked to religious celebrations and symbolism, and enjoy tasting them.
Conclude/Review

· Write about  their own feelings linked to suffering and death, celebration and new life.

· Discuss the importance of rules , laws and traditions in their own lives in the light of the food and fasting laws they have studied.



 Unit 3.5: Holy Books


Programme of Study
AT1 Core Objectives

Reflection & Response
AT2 Core Objectives

Knowledge and Understanding
Progression of Teaching Activities

Children should have opportunities to:
Children should be able to:
Children should be able to:


WRITINGS

(ii)  develop an understanding of how beliefs are illuminated by and expressed through writings

(iii)  examine writings with respect in the context of their surroundings

(v)  find out about the writers and simple contexts of some important religious texts


(b)  reflect upon and talk about a belief expressed in non- narrative religious writing

(c)  describe their thoughts when observing the ritual of a particular religious writing in context

(e)  discuss the feelings of the writer of a significant religious story
(b)  recognise a belief expressed in a piece of non- narrative writing

(c)  describe how certain writings are handled with respect by the member of the faith group

(e)  recognise the sources of some famous religious stories and non-narrative writings
Consider/Respond

· Brainstorm – the different ways in which books are treated, do they have a book that they treat in a special way? If so, how and why?

· Bring and share a book that is really special to you.

Connect/React 

· Watch a video showing the gospel being read in a Roman Catholic, High Anglican/Greek Orthodox service – after, discuss the feelings of the group – what did it make you feel like? – what did you see? – list the actions carried out by the members of the faith community – what did they do?  Why do you think they behaved as they did?
· Visit a place of worship to observe a holy book being read as part of a service.

· Invite a member of a faith community to talk or answer questions about their special book.

· Share extracts from the gospels e.g. parables of Jesus.

· Listen to/read in traditional and/or modern equivalent parables of Jesus – discuss.

· Write a story with a moral or message – rewrite or enact a parable in a modern context e.g: The Good Samaritan, The Talents.

· Write 'a day / week in the life of'  a sacred book eg: Bible, Qur’an, Guru Granth Sahib.

Celebrate/Reflect

· Plan and present a ceremony using readings from some of the texts studied and some of their own favourite texts. Invite others to join in e.g.: Headteacher, other teachers, classes etc.

Conclude/Review

· Match some popular extracts/names of parables/stories etc. onto the names of sacred books.


 Unit 3.6: Journeys to Important Places

Programme of Study
AT1 Core Objectives

Reflection & Response
AT2 Core Objectives

Knowledge and Understanding
Progression of Teaching Activities

Children should have opportunities to:
Children should be able to:
Children should be able to:


PLACES

(iii)  consider the concept of pilgrimage and pilgrims


(f)  express their feelings about the concept of pilgrimage

(g)  discuss how they would feel if they made a pilgrimage

(h)  identify a place that is special where they would wish to go
(f)  know and understand the words pilgrim and pilgrimage

(g)  give a reason why people make a pilgrimage

(h)  name a place of pilgrimage
Consider/Respond

· Talk about places that have special memories for us and that we always enjoy visiting, e.g. holiday resorts, friends who live a long way off, local 'special' hideouts.

· Share ideas about places we would most like to visit (and haven't) and why.

· How do people prepare for a journey? 

Connect/React 

· Share the story of a significant religious journey e.g. Simple version of Pilgrim’s Progress by John Bunyan, Hajj, Lourdes. Make up a story-board about  a person’s journey . Use this for acting/miming the story in person or with puppets, or consider presenting it as a series of cartoons for a given audience, or a painted wall frieze.

· Consider: What is a pilgrim? When do they go on a pilgrimage?
· List the reasons why people go on pilgrimage and what they hope to achieve by doing so.

· Draw the items needed for a particular pilgrimage.

· Discuss what a believer might do at a place of pilgrimage. List the events for a pilgrim/make a timetable/itinerary.

· Locate important places of pilgrimage for the chosen religions on a map.

· Investigate the historical significance of some special places and find out about the beliefs and practices of those who visit them, e.g. Walsingham, the Holy Land, Jerusalem, Lourdes, Makkah, Amritsar. including beliefs about miracles, and miracle cures.

· Work in a group to make up a sketch about other people who go on a 'mission' – a journey for a specific purpose.
Celebrate/Reflect

· Construct a 'shrine' in a special corner of the school and furnish it appropriately.

· Reflect on feelings we get when we visit a place which is special to us – write a poem or a prayer about such a place and share it with others.

· Plan and carry out a class 'pilgrimage' to a 'special' place locally if possible. Prepare an ‘itinerary’ and a symbolic act e.g: leaving flowers, lighting a candle, singing songs.
Conclude/Review

· Share thoughts and ideas about miracle cures and other miracles.

· Write a letter to a friend from your place of pilgrimage telling them what you have done and experienced.



 Unit 4.1: Making Promises

Programme of Study
AT1 Core Objectives

Reflection & Response
AT2 Core Objectives

Knowledge and Understanding
Progression of Teaching Activities

Children should have opportunities to:
Children should be able to:
Children should be able to:


PLACES

(i)  explore local places of worship through visits whenever possible

RITUALS AND CEREMONIES
(ii)  observe rituals and ceremonies and discuss them, if possible with those involved

(iii)  appreciate that rituals and ceremonies have colour, spectacle, diversity, and special meaning

(v)  explore that variety of rituals, including daily, public, and private rituals - involving words and actions

WRITINGS

(iv)  explore the uses and special meanings of writings in a variety of ways, including the various contexts in which they are used
(a)  reflect upon why a religious building is special

(b)  describe their thoughts and feelings relating to a visit

(b)  express their thoughts and feelings about the art, architecture and artefacts in a religious place

(d)  discuss the significance of features of a religious place
(b)  consider the role of a member of a faith group in a religious ceremony
(c)  share their feelings about a ceremony

(e)  express thoughts about a variety of rituals

(a)  reflect upon simple religious writings a part of a group 


(a)  know and recognise the main features of a religious place

(b)  know how religious artefacts are used by members of faith groups in a special place

 (c)  know that people worship in a special place

(b)  describe a ritual or ceremony

(c)  observe a ceremony and describe the events

(f)  describe the actions of a participant in a ritual

(a)  select and use examples of sacred writing in a class celebration
Consider/Respond

· Identify what is important to us personally and why these things are so valued.

· Consider what 'commitment' to something means in practice and in living one's life.

· Share own experience and real examples of people being committed to a cause.

Connect/React

· Draw symbols and badges which show commitment to a cause, e.g. poppies, coloured ribbons, stickers, uniforms, logos - some religious and some secular.

· Discuss familiar (e.g. school/class/club) rules of conduct.  Talk about their origin, purpose, relative importance and fairness.  Can they be prioritised/amended/added to?

· Learn of the 'rules' of different world faiths (e.g. Two rules of Jesus, Ten Commandments, Five pillars of Islam, Eight-fold path, 5 precepts, dietary laws, etc.).

· Discuss: Why did the disciples leave everything to follow Jesus?  What kind of commitment would that mean today?

· Each child role-play the feelings of a disciple, giving up his/her old life.  Find out if similar commitment still happens today.

· Write about examples of caring work motivated by faith (e.g. Christian Aid, Little Sisters of the Poor, Salvation Army, Dr. Barnardo's, National Children's Homes).

· Interview someone who has made a personal commitment to their work or beliefs and ask how it has changed their life (e.g. a serviceman, a member of the clergy).

· Observe believers in traditional rituals or ceremonies at home or at a place of worship, and see how the pattern is governed by prayer books or other religious texts; find out how the believers use such writings in their daily lives.

Celebrate/Reflect
· Visit a religious place and take part in a celebration there; notice any artefacts in use.

· Express the feelings that they had as they arrived and later as they left; was there a contrast? Why? Did the art and architecture of the place affect their feelings?

· Put together class celebrations(s) relating to shared beliefs or commitment, e.g. Celebrate the wonder of nature or the achievement of a pupil.

· Choose/compose suitable prose, poems prayers to use for such an occasion; consider the mood that you wish to create, and talk afterwards about the feelings it created.

Conclude/Review
· Discuss the connection between belief and commitment.

· Explore their own responses to personal beliefs and how groups may change one's day to day life.

· Explore how personal commitment can sometimes be for life (faith, marriage).


 Unit 4.2: Festivals of Light

Programme of Study
AT1 Core Objectives

Reflection & Response
AT2 Core Objectives

Knowledge and Understanding
Progression of Teaching Activities

Children should have opportunities to:
Children should be able to:
Children should be able to:


CELEBRATIONS

(i)  explore a variety of celebrations including

religious festivals

(ii)  develop a feeling of what a celebration  means to people

(iii)  explore the significance of story, drama, art, dance, etc. in a major religious festival or celebration

(iv)  observe the ceremonial use of artefacts
(a)  plan and participate in a celebration in the style of a religious festival

(b)  begin to relate the actions of members of faith groups at a celebration to personal experience

(c)  use music or dance to recreate the feelings expressed in a religious festival

(d)  describe the reactions/feelings relating to the use of an artefact in worship either at school or in church 
(a)  demonstrate knowledge of some beliefs linked to major festivals
(b)  observe and describe the significance of the actions of members of faith groups at a celebration

(c)  re-enact a festival/celebration using a selection of the elements in the POS

(d)  know the meaning of the use of the key symbols or artefacts relating to major celebrations
Consider/Respond
· In a circle with a lighted candle, focus on the meaning of light for you e.g. fear of the dark, celebration.

·  Follow up: draw or write what light means to you.  Contrast light and dark.

Connect/React

· Tell/read the Hanukkah story - Divali story - act with shadow puppets.

· List the ways that people celebrate Hanukkah or another festival of light.

· Describe the action of people in the celebration and discuss how they feel - relate to personal experience.

· Set the Christmas story in the context of Isaiah - (Ref) music from Messiah. Refer to the prophecy that Jesus would be like a light.

· Read the Christmas story.  Track 'light' in the story.

· Plan a celebration with music, readings, dance etc. with a theme of light.

Celebrate/Reflect
· Celebrate Christmas/Divali/Hanukkah with the class - focus on what people do using music/dance.

Conclude/Review
· Link the belief of the chosen faith group to actions within the chosen ceremony e.g: why certain rituals are performed, why light is used.



Unit 4.3: Founders and Leaders

Programme of Study
AT1 Core Objectives

Reflection & Response
AT2 Core Objectives

Knowledge and Understanding
Progression of Teaching Activities

Children should have opportunities to:
Children should be able to:
Children should be able to:


PEOPLE

(i)  explore the lives and work of special key religious figures in history and today

WRITINGS

(i)  watch, read, discuss and listen to a range of stories and religious writings from various sources, appropriate to their level of understanding


(a)  express thoughts and feelings about the work of special people

(a) express an opinion about the action of a member of a faith group in a story


(a)  describe major events in the lives of key figures

(b)  give examples of key religious figures and briefly explain their significance to members of faith groups

(a)  recognise that a belief is related to an action through a religious story
Consider/Respond

· Think about: Who are the important people in the local community?  Why are they considered important?  What do they do? (links to Citizenship), mayor, parish council, Parochial Church Council. Could link to children's own experience – school team captains.

· What are the qualities expected/required of leaders in the community? List them.

Connect/React

· Identify/list – founders/leaders of the world faiths.

· Investigate one leader e.g.: Moses the reluctant leader.  Read stories of his life and discuss his actions, make a list of his characteristics.

· Compare Jesus as a founder with another founder.

· Consider the qualities of leadership in the leaders you know and in faith leaders.

· Talk about/discuss leaders including some from the church –Make a matrix  showing their titles – how are they chosen – who do they lead etc.

· Write a job description /advert for a faith leader.

· Revisit  the actions of Abraham ( Unit 4.1) asked to sacrifice his son – what did he do? why?

· Look at images of Jesus in art – postcards, cards, stained glass windows, images from around the world.

· Build up a profile of Jesus – who liked him, who did not and why- he was not a typical leader.

Celebrate/Reflect

· Celebrate the life of a leader with drama, story, song. Share with another class/assembly.

Conclude/Review

· Map the names of famous leaders onto the groups to whom they are important.




 Unit 4.4: Spring Festivals

Programme of Study
AT1 Core Objectives

Reflection & Response
AT2 Core Objectives

Knowledge and Understanding
Progression of Teaching Activities

Children should have opportunities to:
Children should be able to:
Children should be able to:


CELEBRATIONS

(i) explore a variety of celebrations, including religious festivals

(ii) develop a feeling of what celebration means to people

(iii) explore the significance of story, drama, art, dance etc. in a major religious festival or celebration

(iv) observe the ceremonial use of artefacts

(v) explore ways in which festivals and celebrations reflect belief about life and death


(a)  plan and participate in a celebration in the style of a religious festival

(b)  begin to relate the actions of members of faith groups at a celebration to personal experience

(c)  use creative arts to express feelings in a religious festival

(d) describe reaction/feelings relating to the use of an artefact in school worship

(e) discuss the feelings of participants in celebrations relating to death and new life
(a)  demonstrate knowledge of some beliefs linked to major festivals

(b) observe and describe the significance of the actions of members of faith groups at a celebration

(c)  re-enact a festival/celebration using a selection of the elements in the POS

(d)  give the meaning of the use of key symbols or artefacts relating to major festivals

(e)  give some detail of festivals which celebrate death and new life
Consider/Respond

· Brainstorm as many regular yearly celebrations as possible.
· Sort them into categories e.g. family, personal, school, national, global, religious.
· Share how and why people celebrate. Talk about feelings of joy and happiness.
· Talk about why spring is a time to celebrate.

Connect/React

· Discuss what is known about religious spring festivals and why religions celebrate them e.g. Easter, Pesach, Holi, Festival of the Buddha's passing away, Hajj, Eid-ul-Adha,Purim.

· Read, watch or enact together an account of the death and Resurrection of Jesus.

· Study and discuss artefacts/symbols associated with Easter.

· Remembering that Jesus was a Jew, find out how Jews celebrate Pesach today.

· Find out why Jews celebrate Pesach by learning about the story of Moses and the plagues (Exodus).

· Explore through dance and story the origins of Holi.

· Find out how Holi is celebrated.

Celebrate/ Reflect

· Plan an Easter menu for a Christian meal explaining the symbolism of the food.

· Set up a Seder table and discuss the symbolism of the artefacts and food with reference to the story of Moses.

· Hold a Holi celebration by using coloured confetti, dance and music to express joy and fun.

· Design a card or banner for a spring festival using colour, shape and texture.

Conclude/Review

· Reflect on the concept of 'New Starts'. Think about opportunities for new starts in their own lives and compare them to new starts in the natural world. So just as spring in the natural world gives rise to feelings of joy and hope as the apparent dead world is reborn so also out of disappointment, despair and even death can come hope and a fresh start.

· Explain why for Christians, Easter is the most important Christian festival.

· Give reasons why Jews might feel a special sense of  ‘belonging’ to their faith group during Pesach.


 

Unit 4.5: I Believe…
Programme of Study
AT1 Core Objectives

Reflection & Response
AT2 Core Objectives

Knowledge and Understanding
Progression of Teaching Activities

Children should have opportunities to:
Children should be able to:
Children should be able to:


RITUALS & CEREMONIES

(ii)  observe rituals and ceremonies and discuss them, if possible with those involved

(iii) appreciate that  rituals and ceremonies have colour, spectacle, diversity, and special meaning

(iv) explore the variety of rituals, including daily, public, and private rituals involving words and actions

WRITINGS

(ii)  develop an understanding of how beliefs are illuminated by and expressed through writings


(b)  consider the role of a member of a faith group in a religious ceremony

(c)  share their feelings about a ceremony

(e) express thoughts about a variety of rituals

(b)  reflect upon and talk about a belief expressed in non-narrative writing
(b)  describe a ritual or ceremony

(c)  observe a ceremony and describe the events

(d)  describe the actions of a participant in a ritual

(g) describe the actions of a participant in a ritual

(b)  recognise a belief expressed in a piece of non-narrative writing
Consider/Respond

· Consider the word ‘belief’, in its simplest form - finish the sentence I believe............ 
· Listen to a range of songs which include the words ` I believe .......` and talk about the things which people believe in  ( The teacher could draw links between the idea of belief and faith).
· Invite someone in who lives out their belief e.g. Salvation Army, VSO, hospice worker, Samaritan, a volunteer, a vegetarian, to answer pupil questions.
React/Connect 

· Write their own prayer or song about something they believe in - using an appropriate writing frame.

· From a selection of  the best known prayers from different faiths  identify the key beliefs - e.g. Sikh Ardas, Mool Mantar, Lord`s Prayer, Shema, Deut. 6 v. 4-9, Muslim call to prayer, Adhan,  prayer of St. Francis.

· Make a class book of favourite prayers and talk about the reasons for their choices.

· Listen to tape/s of devotional music and prayers - discuss the mood, appropriateness  of place, 

· explore rituals  and symbols associated with prayer in daily life - e.g. rosary, prayer mat, prayer shawl, candles, water, icons, flowers, fire, food (breaking bread, prashad), bells, prayer wheel. Draw them and write about how they are used and by whom.

· Apostles Creed - introduce - I believe......talk to local members of faith communities. Take particular note of  the end of the creed - discuss with others.

·  Read the Lord's prayer, talk about  where is it found. Why is it said? - collect different versions - examine and compare the  various versions.

Celebrate/Reflect

· Make a ‘We Believe’ tree: children write their own beliefs and hang them on the tree.

· Write a personal creed.

Conclude/Review

· Write a part of the Lord's Prayer in their own words and in their own style e.g. rhyme, rap, song.




 Unit 4.6: Our World

Programme of Study
AT1 Core Objectives

Reflection & Response
AT2 Core Objectives

Knowledge and Understanding
Progression of Teaching Activities

Children should have opportunities to:
Children should be able to:
Children should be able to:


PLACES

(iv)  recognise that the world is a special place which should be treated with respect
(i)  think about something  in the natural world which is special to them and how they would feel if it were spoilt

(j)  reflect upon the fact that their decisions can affect the environment
(i)  give simple reasons why the world should be treated with respect
Consider/Respond

· Talk about and appreciate the links between different forms of life (biodiversity) in the world.

· Marvel at the adaptation of living things to their habitats.

· Experience the external environment through the senses, e.g. search for shades of green to match a colour chart, listen for the sounds of nature (guided listening or stilling exercise).

· Question beliefs about where the living world originated – a Creator God perhaps?

· Reflect on the patterns of nature e.g. clouds, leaves, bark , flowers, looking for order and symmetry in nature.

Connect/React

· Ask the question - where do I come from? using a range of natural objects e.g. fossil, flower, dinosaur, insect, child, etc.  and encourage debate and take opportunities to explain that the answers might be different depending on what people believe.

·  Find out how different faiths explain(ed) the creation of the world. 

· Consider the teachings of Christianity and other faiths about caring for the environment today.

· Talk about man's dependence on Earth's resources and their sustainability and the need for stewardship.

· Think of man's influence on the world around us, positive and negative, e.g. conservation and pollution. What can each of us do to save the world for future generations to enjoy?

· Choose a special nature place locally; how can we keep it that way?

Celebrate/Reflect

· Through drama, art, poetry or music, celebrate the diversity of nature, death and new life, and man's harnessing of the world's resources.

· Use the resulting artistic creativity in a tree dressing celebration (Common Ground charity, beginning of December) or the Jewish tree festival (Tu'Bshevat).

· Reflect upon the impact of a responsible attitude to the environment.

Conclude/Review

· Suggest ways of conserving and recycling at school and at home, e.g. water, paper, glass, aluminium, and give reasons.

· Write a letter to local Government suggesting constructive ways to improve the local environment.

· Discuss the concept of One World and our responsibility to share what we have.



Unit 5.1: Religious Communities

Programme of Study
AT1 Core Objectives

Reflection & Response
AT2 Core Objectives

Knowledge and Understanding
Progression of Teaching Activities

Children should have opportunities to:
Children should be able to:
Children should be able to:



PEOPLE

(ii)  meet people with different religious beliefs including local religious leaders

(iii)  explore commitment to causes

(iv)  explore symbols and artefacts related to people

(v) consider how people live their lives according to beliefs and rules

RITALS & CEREMONIES

(i)  consider the patterns of activities in peoples lives including  their own

(v)  explore the variety of rituals, including daily, public, and private rituals involving words and actions


(b)  draw on own experiences and belief in posing questions to people with different religious beliefs

(c)  consider own commitments in relation to people committed to causes

(d)  describe artefacts and symbols that others may wear, own or carry which relate to own thoughts feelings and beliefs

(d)  consider influences on own lives which may affect ways of living and behaviour

(f)  explore their own thoughts feelings and beliefs about codes of conduct and moral issues

(a)  express their thoughts about the family life of a member of a faith group

(e)  express their own thoughts, feelings and beliefs about rituals


(c) describe some of the roles of religious leaders in the community which explain why they may be important

(d) describe the lives of people committed to causes

(e) give examples of reasons for commitment

(a)  describe aspects of the daily life of a member of a faith group

(e)  compare their own actions with the actions of a member of a faith group

(f)  explain why members of faith groups wear or carry symbols and artefacts relating to their beliefs

(g)  explain why members of faith groups are guided by rules, laws and traditions in their lives

(h)  give examples of codes of conduct
Consider/Respond

· Talk about their own ‘web of belonging’, showing their links to other people and groups.

· Share own experiences and personal beliefs, identifying groups and 'communities' to which pupils themselves belong and the way this influences their daily lives.

· Consider a shared community activity such as Harvest or Sukkot.

Connect/React

· Draw their ‘web of belonging’ (see above), colour coding to show who has the most influence on their lives.  

· Talk to a member of a faith community about putting beliefs into practice, and the responsibilities this brings, including laws and traditions.   Ask the believer to share their own ‘web of belonging’ (colour coded as above) with the pupils.  Talk about the similarities and differences. 

· Draw symbols and artefacts which members use to show belonging, (e.g. badges, dress, hairstyle, symbols - monastic, 'happy human' logo).

· Understand the importance of codes of conduct in religious communities - look at some of these, in both words and pictures.  Compare these with school and family rules.

Celebrate/Reflect

· Role-play a religious initiation ceremony (confirmation, sacred thread ceremony, Bar Mitzvah, Bat Mitzvah, Amrit).  How do the participants feel?  List the joys and fears that people may have in taking this important step.

· Reflect upon the commitment of people to their faith and community.

· Consider how it would be to live in solitary confinement by choice rather than of necessity!

Conclude/Review

· Display an agreed set of rules by which to live as a community.

· What does a commitment to the faith community mean to a believer, in practice?

· List examples of reasons why people are committed to their faith and their community.

  Unit 5.2: Peace

Programme of Study
AT1 Core Objectives

Reflection & Response
AT2 Core Objectives

Knowledge and Understanding
Progression of Teaching Activities

Children should have opportunities to:
Children should be able to:
Children should be able to:


PEOPLE

(iii)  explore commitment to causes

 (iv)   explore symbols and artefacts related to people
WRITINGS
(ii)  develop an understanding of how beliefs are illuminated by and expressed through writings

(iv)  explore the uses and special meanings of writings in a variety of ways, including the various contexts in which they are used


(c)  consider own commitments in relation to people committed to causes.
(d) describe artefacts and symbols that others may wear, own or carry which relate to own thoughts, feelings or beliefs.

(b)  present a belief of their own in the style of a piece of religious literature
(d)  express a personal response to a piece of religious writing shared in a reflection


(d)  describe the lives of people committed to causes 

(e)  give examples of reasons for commitment
(b) explain why members of faith groups wear or carry symbols or artefacts relating to their beliefs

(b)  compare the beliefs of two different religions expressed in non- narrative writings

(d)  select sacred/meaningful writings for different occasions and give reasons for their choices

Consider/Respond

· Establish a routine for ‘stilling’ and/or circle time to be used throughout this unit .

· Think about someone you know who is a peacemaker - take turns to name the person and say why.

· Make a 'peace' tree/board.  If I could make peace in the world I would..........

Connect/React

· Look at a variety of writings linked to the Christmas story (e.g.  stories, prayers, songs, carols) and pick out what they say about peace. 

· Invite a speaker from a charity/cause to talk about how they bring 'peace' to others, the symbol of their organisation, the work they do and why (e.g.  NSPCC, NCH Action for Children, Salvation Army).

· Work with a collection of symbols from various organisations and discuss what they mean - make your own symbol for an organisation that works for peace.

Celebrate/Reflect

· Plan and present a Christmas assembly/celebration on the theme of peace using symbols, songs, dance, music, art, readings studied/written in other lessons above.

Conclude/Review

· Write their own peace prayer/song using a famous prayer/song as a model/frame (e.g. Make me a Channel of Your Peace - The Lord is My Shepherd/ A Christmas Carol).  Incorporate it into a Christmas greeting card.




Unit 5.3: Preachers and Teachers

Programme of Study
AT1 Core Objectives

Reflection & Response
AT2 Core Objectives

Knowledge and Understanding
Progression of Teaching Activities

Children should have opportunities to:
Children should be able to:
Children should be able to:


PEOPLE

(i)  explore the lives and work of special people including key religious figures in history and today 

WRITINGS

(i)  watch, read, discuss, and listen to a range of stories and religious writings from various sources, appropriate to their level of understanding

(ii)  develop an understanding of how beliefs are illuminated by and expressed through writings
(a)  express thoughts and feelings about the work of special people and reflect on why they are seen as special

(a)  prepare a reflection for others, using a story with meaning

(b)  present a belief of their own in the style of religious literature
(b)  describe major events in the lives of key figures in detail

(c) describe some of the roles of religious leaders in the community which explain why they may be important 

(a)  compare two stories from different religions and recognise some similarities and differences

(b)  compare the beliefs of two different religions expressed in non-narrative writings
Consider/Respond

· Think about ‘News’ – how do we hear about events that are important to others? – TV, radio, Internet, newspapers, etc.  If something happens in our lives that is important how do we share that information with friends and relatives?

· Brainstorm how information about events would have been shared 2000 years ago, e.g. word of mouth – consider how that information was spread around the world – people would pass on information as they travelled from place to place, letters were sent.

· Play Chinese whispers – discussion of how messages change – talk about the need for accuracy which led to the events being recorded in written form.

Connect/React

· Introduce Paul – a Christian who lived 2000 years ago, provide the relevant background information – what do we know about Paul? – Where does our information come from?

· Look at New Testament writings (modern version), including extracts from Acts of the Apostles and Paul's letters.

· Act out 1 or 2 events from the life of Paul.

· Use a textbook or Bible to consider events from Paul’s life.  Conversion (Acts Chapter 9 Verses 1-19), Healing  (Acts 14 v 8-18), Shipwreck  (Acts 27).

· Contrast Paul and events in his life with Muhammad and the revelation of the Qur'an.

· Consider the lives of more recent believers – e.g. John Wesley, Ghandi, Archbishop Desmond Tutu.

· Visit the rectory at Epworth.

· Set up mock interviews – role- play key figures, record on tape/interview or create a front page.

Celebrate/Reflect

· Plan a celebration which tells the life story of an important leader with story, song, dance etc.

· Present a radio programme – reflecting on the life of Paul.

Conclude/Review

· Write a letter from their own perspective which gives their own beliefs and ideas about how people should live today.


  Unit 5.4: Earth, Water and Fire

Programme of Study
AT1 Core Objectives

Reflection & Response
AT2 Core Objectives

Knowledge and Understanding
Progression of Teaching Activities

Children should have opportunities to:
Children should be able to:
Children should be able to:


CELEBRATIONS

(v) explore ways in which festivals and celebrations reflect belief about life and death 

PEOPLE

(i)  continue to explore the lives and work of special people including key religious figures in history and today

RITUALS & CEREMONIES

(i)  observe rituals and ceremonies and discuss them with those involved

(iii)  appreciate that rituals and ceremonies have colour, spectacle, diversity and special meaning


(e)  reflect upon their own feelings about death and new life

(a)  express thoughts,  feelings and beliefs about special people

(b)  discuss the role of participants in a ritual or ceremony

(c)  discuss the meaning behind the actions of participants in a ceremony

(e)  link belief with major festivals which celebrate death and new life

(a)  give reasons why special people did or do what they do

(b)  describe aspects of the lives of key religious figures in detail

(b) explain the significance of some of the symbols and artefacts used in a ritual or ceremony
(c)  compare and discuss similarities and differences between two contrasting ceremonies


Consider/Respond

· Experience earth, fire and water and brainstorm characteristic words.

Connect/React
· Look at an order of ceremony - pick out the water, earth and fire aspects and discuss what they mean.  What are the participants doing/feeling/believing?

· Link to ceremonies (Easter and other examples from world faiths). Watch rituals associated with celebration of Easter ceremony, e.g. lighting candles, renewal of baptismal promises, Easter vigil (perhaps use a video resource).

· Look at rituals and ceremonies from another faith (Jewish – Rosh Hashanah, Hindu Wedding, cremation involving earth, fire or water, Islamic washing - wudu).

· Find events in the Easter story and discuss what they mean to Christians.

· How does the Easter ceremony link with beliefs about death and resurrection for Christians? (Leader to talk about it).

· Choose earth, fire or water and represent it in an abstract form using colour, texture or form (fabric, clay, paint etc.).  The children should be able to talk about how their choices were based on the symbolism of earth, fire and water within religions (e.g. birth, life, death, cleansing, power).

Celebrate/Reflect
· Plan and celebrate Easter using artwork, dance, drama, music, food and artefacts in a class celebration.

Conclude/Review
· Choose earth, fire or water and explain the significance of it to a believer and when it is used, drawing on the examples they have considered above. 


Unit 5.5: Exploring Worship

Programme of Study
AT1 Core Objectives

Reflection & Response
AT2 Core Objectives

Knowledge and Understanding
Progression of Teaching Activities

Children should have opportunities to:
Children should be able to:
Children should be able to:


CELEBRATIONS

(i)  explore a variety of celebrations including religious festivals

PLACES

(i)  extend their understanding of religious places through visits wherever possible

RITUALS & CEREMONIES

(i)  consider the patterns of activities in peoples lives, including their own

(v)  explore the rituals including daily, public and private rituals including words and actions
(a)  discuss the nature of  behaviour expected at a formal celebration

(a)  express and share personal responses to the spiritual nature of religious places

(a)  express their thoughts about the daily life of a member of a faith group

(e) express their own thoughts, feelings and beliefs about rituals
(a) compare the beliefs linked to 2 festivals of different religions 
(a)  describe the significant features of a religious place

(b)  know that a religious place may not be the only place of worship

(a)  describe aspects of the daily life of a member of a faith group

(e)  compare their own actions with the actions of a member of a faith group
Consider/Respond

· Brainstorm things that they celebrate. Choose one each and list what the celebration involves.  Compare your list with others - make a common list of things that happen at celebrations.  Discuss the word ‘ritual’ (revisit Unit 3.1 ‘Rituals in My Life and the Lives of Others’).  Make a list of rituals in school and at home.

Connect/React

· Observe a ritual within a festival which includes the use of artefacts (e.g. lighting candles on a Hanukkah - Judaism, tying bracelets and making promises in Raksha Bandhan - Hinduism, lighting Advent wreath candles – Christianity, Seder meal – Judaism, washing feet on Maundy Thursday - Christianity).  List what happens in order.  Compare to their own ritual list from previous activity.  Discuss why the believer performs the actions. Use videos as appropriate.

· Visit a place of worship or invite a member of a faith group to perform a ritual or explore through use of video.

· Describe the features of the religious place and say how they help worship to take place – consider atmosphere.

· Two weeks - study a selection of different rituals – focus on artefacts, symbolism and meaning for believers.

Celebrate/Reflect

· Design a ritual of their own with a given theme (e.g. friendship, welcome).  This might include an artefact, a ceremony, symbolism and special words to be spoken.

· Celebrate one of the chosen faith rituals.

Conclude/Review

· Compare the rituals from two different festivals and list the similarities and differences.




 Unit 5.6: Pilgrimage

Programme of Study
AT1 Core Objectives

Reflection & Response
AT2 Core Objectives

Knowledge and Understanding
Progression of Teaching Activities

Children should have opportunities to:
Children should be able to:
Children should be able to:


PLACES

(i)  extend their understanding of religious places through visits whenever possible

(ii)  develop their understanding of the concept of pilgrimage

RITUALS & CEREMONIES

(ii)  observe rituals and ceremonies and discuss them if possible with those involved
(a)  express and share personal responses to the spiritual nature of religious places

(c)  reflect upon the immense importance of pilgrimage to some people

(b)  discuss the role of participants in a ritual ceremony
(a)  describe significant features of a religious place

(c)  describe significant features of a religious pilgrimage

(b) explain the significance of some of the symbols/artefacts used in ritual or ceremony
Consider/Respond

· Consider:What prompts a pilgrimage?  Who goes?  Has anyone been on one?

· Watch a film such as Bernadette of Lourdes and hear stories of visions and miracles.

Connect/React

· List important places of pilgrimage such as Rome, Jerusalem, Walsingham, Mecca etc.

· Study Jerusalem and why it is important for several of the world faiths.  Look up a map of the city (using a religious atlas or the Internet perhaps) and discover which sites, e.g. the Wailing Wall, the Dome of the Rock, the Holy Sepulchre, are the most holy and for whom; which are holy for more than one faith?  Investigate the links between faiths.

· Find out about the importance of spiritual teachers, e.g. holy people who visit Britain, or to whom believers travel to deepen their faith.

· Visit a place of pilgrimage if possible, e.g. cathedrals, abbeys, minsters, holy wells, Lindisfarne, the Old Rectory at Epworth; find out why it is a place of pilgrimage and make a booklet about the visit, or as a guidebook for other visitors.

· Explore the importance of pilgrimage in India, e.g. Varanasi (Benares), Gangotri (Source of the Ganges), Ayodhya.

· Design a suitcase showing the items a Muslim might take on the Hajj and explain the choices.

· Why do Muslims perform the Hajj?  What happens during Hajj?  What do Muslims wear for it?  Use an atlas to follow the route of the Hajj, plan the journey - how to get there, what it would cost, how long it would take.  Use puppets to retell a Hajj story.

· Find out why the Guru Granth Sahib makes a place holy for a Sikh.

· Explore the importance of the Punjab as the birthplace of Sikhism and the homeland of the Sikhs and how their religion grew out of Hinduism and Islam; read of the life of Guru Nanak; produce a large classroom collage about the 'Land of the 5 Waters'.

· Research the 4 sacred places for Buddhist pilgrimage and find out why they were important for Gotama Buddha; how do his followers pay homage to these places?

· Observe a ritual performed at a holy site; what artefacts are used and by whom?

Celebrate/Reflect

· Look at the words of the hymn To Be A Pilgrim and put them into modern language; what do they say to us today?

· Plan another class pilgrimage to a different place. Use preparation and ritual ’ in the style’ of a religious pilgrimage. e.g.: taking objects, walking in silence, processions, symbolic acts, lighting candles, leaving flowers ,reading prayers or poems, singing, telling stories.

Conclude/Review

· Make a class book which celebrates holy sites around the world.

· Tell of the pilgrimage experience of the class in a whole class assembly.





Unit 6.1: The Journey of Life

Programme of Study
AT1 Core Objectives

Reflection & Response
AT2 Core Objectives

Knowledge and Understanding
Progression of Teaching Activities

Children should have opportunities to:
Children should be able to:
Children should be able to:


CELEBRATIONS

(ii)  develop a feeling of what celebration means to people
RITUALS & CEREMONIES

(i)  consider the patterns of activities in peoples lives including their own

(ii)  observe rituals and ceremonies and discuss them, if possible,  with those involved

(iv)  consider ceremonies associated with rites of passage

(v)  explore the variety of rituals including daily, public, and private rituals/ involving words and actions


(b)  compare their own response to a belief linked to celebration with that of a member of a faith group
(a)  express their thoughts about the daily life of a member of a faith group

(b)  discuss the role of participants in a ritual or ceremony

(d)  discuss why people go to a holy place at important times in their lives

(e)  express their own thoughts, feelings and beliefs about rituals


(b)  describe the feelings of a member of a faith group linked to a major religious event/celebration in their lives

(a)  describe aspects of the daily life of a member of a faith group

(b) explain the significance of some of the symbols/artefacts used in a ritual or ceremony

(d) explain the significance of a number of rites of passage
(e)  compare and discuss similarities and differences between two contrasting ceremonies


Consider/Respond

· Introduce the metaphor 'life is a journey' and explore the ideas of key events as 'signposts' on that journey that have led to change along the way.  Share 'signposts' in pairs and in larger group.

· Explore the idea of essential things which you need on your journey which can't be bought (courage, perseverance, etc.).

· Devise a 'suitcase' of things to take on the 'journey of life'.

Connect/React

· Consider the life of children from a faith group.  Watch a video, read a story or interview them.  What would their religious 'signposts' be (e.g. key ceremonies) and what would be in their 'suitcase' (e.g. faith, commitment)?

· Watch a video or attend a First Communion/confirmation and reflect upon the actions of those involved and its relevance as a recognition of belonging or 'coming of age', relate this to adult baptism.

· Consider a rite of passage from another faith or denomination, for example, by watching a video or attending a Bar or Bat Mitzvah or other initiation ceremony.  Reflect upon its relevance as a recognition of belonging or 'coming of age'.  Make notes on the artefacts and symbolism, what, where and why it happens.

· Devise a family list of responsibilities, e.g. looking after a pet, tidying up, cooking – how are the responsibilities different?  What responsibilities might a member of a faith have which are additional to or different from the above?

· Contrast the pattern of daily life adopted by members of two different faith groups and the duties (e.g Hindu dharma) that they have to fulfil every day.  What regular duties do we all have?

· Make a chart showing the responsibilities of community leader (e.g. vicar, bishop, rabbi), the sponsors and the 'recipients' on such an occasion.  If possible, discuss their role with people involved; find out what they say and how they feel during such a ceremony.
Celebrate/Reflect

· Complete a personal coming of age 'Ceremony Plan’, including promises made, people who would be invited, what would be eaten, what kind of music would be played etc.   Compare plans with other children from the class, looking for similarities and differences.  Devise an agreed group plan and have a celebration.
Conclude/Review

· Write a diary entry from the perspective of a member of a faith taking part in a 'coming of age' ceremony which includes what happens, why it took place and the feelings involved (writing frame).




Unit 6.2: Christmas Words and Images                                     



Year 6 autumn 2

Programme of Study
AT1 Core Objectives

Reflection & Response
AT2 Core Objectives

Knowledge and Understanding
Progression of Teaching Activities

Children should have opportunities to:
Children should be able to:
Children should be able to:


WRITINGS

(v)  explore the uses and special meanings of writings in a variety of ways including the various connections in which they are used

(v)  find out about the writers and simple contexts of some important religious texts
(d)  express a personal response to a piece of religious writing shared in a reflection

(e)  compare own feelings with those of the writer of a significant religious text


(d)  select sacred meaningful writings for different occasions and give reasons for their choices
(e)  name and talk about the authors of some religious texts
Consider/Respond
· Reflect on a popular Christmas image/icon for a period of minutes - quiet time.  Each to offer a word to describe the mood/feelings in the image.  Repeat with a contrasting Christmas image/poem e.g. secular/religious.

· Sort secular and religious Christmas images (cards, wrapping paper etc.) and give reasons for their decisions.  Discuss the results.

Connect/React
· Handel's Messiah - promise of Isaiah - listen to the music and analyse the words - what did the writer mean?  What was the context?

· Compare the Christmas stories of Matthew and Luke - list similarities and differences, talk about the background/occupations of the writers e.g. tax collector/doctor.

· Compare the lyrics of a variety of popular Christmas Carols.  Look for the message the writer is conveying.  Compare with a modern secular Christmas song (e.g. Mistletoe and Wine – Cliff Richard).

· Write a part of the Christmas story as someone who believed Jesus was the Messiah (e.g. Mary) or someone who felt threatened by the rumour and didn't believe it (e.g. King Herod).  This could be done in the format of a carol.

Celebrate/Reflect

· Celebrate Christmas as a ritual/assembly including a choice of readings, poem, images and music from previous lessons chosen by the children.

Conclude/Review
· Design your own Christmas card, insert with a famous Christmas poem/quote/story/carol /piece from scripture from the texts studied.  Make a presentation which includes an explanation of the choices made.



 Unit 6.3: Justice and Freedom                                                                            Year 6 spring 1


Programme of Study
AT1 Core Objectives

Reflection & Response
AT2 Core Objectives

Knowledge and Understanding
Progression of Teaching Activities

Children should have opportunities to:
Children should be able to:
Children should be able to:


PEOPLE

(i) continue to explore the lives and work of special people including key religious figures in history and today

(iii)  explore commitment to causes

(v)  consider how people live their lives according to beliefs and rules
(c)  consider own commitments in relation to people committed to causes

(f) consider influences on own lives which may affect ways of living and behaviour

(f)  explore their own thoughts, feelings and beliefs about codes of conduct and moral issues


(a) give reasons why special people did or do what they do

(b) describe aspects of the lives of key religious figures in detail

(e)  give example of reasons for commitment

(g)  explain why members of faith groups are guided by rules, laws and traditions in their lives

(h)  give examples of codes of conduct


Consider/Respond

· In a circle each give their response to the words ‘justice’ and ‘freedom’.  (e.g. justice is…., freedom is…).

· In groups consider a moral dilemma or issue which may have been drawn from reports from the local press or from issues within school (e.g. a report on a court case involving burglary, a bullying incident in the playground).

· Discuss what happened and what the consequences were. What are the pupils' reactions to these? Why do they think people acted like they did? Do they act like that? Why do they or why don't they act like that? What stops them?  Was there justice involved?  What choices (freedom) did those involved have?

· Introduce the notion of freedom of action. Each individual is free to choose how they act in most situations, but the decision about what to do in any given situation is based on beliefs about the situation and the consequences of the action taken.

Connect/React
· Revise the Ten Commandments of the Christian faith - briefly relate these back to their Jewish origins. Focus on the origin of the original commandments as the word of God, the law. Discuss the importance of following the law for Jews and later for Christians. 

· Ask the children about what rules they think Jesus tried to follow (remind the children that Jesus was a Jew) and then consider Jesus' Golden Rule alongside the Ten Commandments.

· Read some of the stories of the life of Jesus and find events which relate to justice and freedom. e.g.: The temple sellers, Judas’ betrayal, Peter’s denial , the rich young man etc. Discuss the actions.

· Introduce the Hindu belief in karma. Focus on the Hindu belief in the need to acquire good karma by doing good deeds in order to be reborn to a better life. Pupils to write a brief explanation of karma as an encyclopaedia entry.

· Pupils to devise their own lists of good and bad deeds and to use a points system to rate each deed.  They then compare their ratings and discuss why some received more or fewer points than others. Discuss the freedom of choice in life and how pupils decide what to do in a particular situation.

Celebrate/Reflect

· Look at a modern version of the Sermon on the Mount and turn it into a set of rules for modern life.  Think about the list and choose the one that means the most – present that rule in a non-verbal way (mime, dance etc.).

Conclude/Review

· Ask the children to reflect on their own beliefs in relation to those they have learned about. Are there any of the beliefs or rules which they do not feel are appropriate in their lives?  Why?

· Give the children an example situation of an ‘unjust’ action/crime. Pretend they committed it and had to justify their actions.



Unit 6.4: Hope

Programme of Study
AT1 Core Objectives

Reflection & Response
AT2 Core Objectives

Knowledge and Understanding
Progression of Teaching Activities

Children should have opportunities to:
Children should be able to:
Children should be able to:


CELEBRATIONS

(i)  explore a variety of celebrations, including religious festivals

(ii)  develop a feeling of what celebration means to people

(iii)  explore the significance of story, drama, art, dance, etc. in a major religious festival or celebration


(b)  compare their own response to a belief linked to celebration with that of a member of a faith group
(c)  combine more than one medium to recreate the feeling of a celebration


(a)  compare the beliefs linked to two festivals from different religions

(b)  describe the feelings of a member of a faith group linked to a major religious event/celebration in their lives

(c)  identify and compare the features of religious celebrations and begin to relate them to a belief


Consider/Respond

· Listen to a famous speech/text expressing hope for the future - I have a dream - Martin Luther King.  Circle - talk about one hope for the future.  Make and display a collection of 'My hope for the world is…, a hope for me is…'

Connect/React

· Present the story of Pentecost and talk about the hopes and fears of the friends of Jesus.  What were their hopes and feelings before the upper room experience and after it?

· Talk to a recently confirmed or ordained person about their beliefs and hopes on receiving the sacrament.  What did people hope for them on that day? - look at artefacts, cards, symbols (dove, wind, fire – link to Pentecost).

· Consider a festival and ceremony that marks an important event from another world faith and talk about the hopes/beliefs of the people involved (e.g. Rosh Hashanah – Judaism, Raksha Bandhan – Hinduism).  Compare to the Christian ceremony.

Celebrate/Reflect

· Plan and present the Pentecost story and/or another faith celebration as a piece of dance/drama, expressing power and hope.

· Design a card for a celebration and talk about the symbolism they have used.

Conclude/Review
· Make a list of the significant features of a particular celebration from the perspective of a member of that faith – next to each feature write your own thoughts, feelings and beliefs.


 Unit 6.5: Stories and Songs

Programme of Study
AT1 Core Objectives

Reflection & Response
AT2 Core Objectives

Knowledge and Understanding
Progression of Teaching Activities

Children should have opportunities to:
Children should be able to:
Children should be able to:


PLACES

(iii)  consider beliefs about how the universe might have begun

WRITINGS

(i)  watch, read and discuss and listen to a wide range of stories and religious writings from various sources, appropriate to their level of understanding

(ii)  develop an understanding of how beliefs are illuminated by and expressed through writings

(iii)  examine writings with respect in the context of their surroundings

(v)  find out about the writers and simple possible contexts of some important religious texts


(c)  express their own thoughts, feelings and beliefs about different views about how the universe began
(a)  prepare a reflection for others, using a story with meaning

(b)  present a belief of their own in the style of a piece of religious literature
(c)  share a piece of writing that is special to them and present it as part of a shared reflection

(e)  compare own feelings with those of the writer of a significant religious text


(d)  show understanding that people have different beliefs about how the world began

(a)  compare two stories from different religions and recognise some similarities and differences

(b)  compare the beliefs of two different religions expressed in non- narrative writings

(c)  give reasons why rituals associated with certain religious writings are performed by members of faith groups

(e)  name and talk about the authors of some religious texts


Consider/Respond

· Listen to a selection of meaningful statements, writings and songs about life and its meaning e.g. ‘Footprints’, ‘If…’ by R. Kipling, Desiderata, song lyrics such as Imagine by John Lennon.

· The children talk about the thoughts and beliefs expressed in each piece then choose one phrase to write out and illustrate.

Connect/React

· In groups, look at a famous piece of writing from two different faiths including Christian accounts of the Creation, 23rd Psalm, an extract from Sermon on the Mount and an extract from one of Paul’s letters. Look at the work, describe what it is saying and explain own response to an audience.

· Do a similar exercise with samples of writings from another faith.

· Introduce David as an author – consider events from his life.  Read Psalms 19 verses1 – 6; 95 verses1-7; 135 verses1-9; 204 verses1-35. Which are songs? Which are prayers?  Listen to a modern song celebrating the creation – ‘Who put the colours in the rainbow?’  ‘When God made the garden of creation’, When your Father made the world, ‘Song of Caedmon’. Choose one of the songs and write another verse.

· Read a passage from the Qur'an - compare David's writings with an extract from the Qur'an . Consider the purpose of the author - compare the two beliefs expressed.

Celebrate/Reflect

· Put together a selection of the favourite stories and songs into a particular order and share with an audience. 

Conclude/Review

· Write a poem or song which expresses their own beliefs about how the world began.


 Unit 6.6: Religious Places

Programme of Study
AT1 Core Objectives

Reflection & Response
AT2 Core Objectives

Knowledge and Understanding
Progression of Teaching Activities

Children should have opportunities to:
Children should be able to:
Children should be able to:


CELEBRATIONS

(iv)  observe the ceremonial use of artefacts 
PEOPLE

(ii)  meet people with different religious beliefs including local religious leaders

(iv)  explore symbols and artefacts related to people

PLACES

(i)  extend their understanding of religious places through visits whenever possible


(d)  suggest the use of an artefact as part of a class/group act of worship

(b)  draw on own experiences and beliefs in posing questions to people with different religious beliefs

(d)  describe artefacts and symbols that others may wear, own or carry which relate to own thoughts feelings and beliefs

(a)  express and share personal responses to the spiritual nature of religious places


(d)  recognise and compare the ceremonial use of artefacts in two festivals from different religions

 (c)  describe some of the roles of religious leaders in the community which explain why they may be important

(f)  explain why members of faith groups wear or carry symbols and artefacts relating to their beliefs

(a)  describe significant features of a religious place

(b)  know that a religious place may not be the only place of worship


Consider/Respond

· Use photographs/posters/wall hangings of religious places from a selection of world faiths. Ask and record/brainstorm: where the place is? which faith is it from? why might it be important? how do you know?

· Select one and describe it in detail, recording own responses (without giving too much information about the place etc. as this is a personal response).

Connect/React

· Revisit the photographs etc. and research facts relating to the building and the faith of those who use it.

· Watch worship at different religious places noting the parts played by religious leaders and the use of symbols and artefacts.

· Explore the significance of the symbols they have noticed, plot where they can be found on a plan and note how these are used.

· Choose one artefact to study. Produce a leaflet to explain key facts about the artefact and how it is used. e.g.: what, where, how, why, when and who?

· Talk to a member of a faith group about the symbols and artefacts they use/wear and compare with their own experiences of carrying /wearing symbols.

· Choose a place in school which is 'special' for everybody; agree rules for using it.

· Make a guidebook for visitors to a chosen religious place; research the information contained in it by interviewing as many people as possible.

Celebrate/Reflect

· Compose a class presentation centred around the use of a selection of artefacts.

· Take part, as appropriate, in a celebration or ceremony which reflects an aspect of a celebration from a chosen faith. Understand where this fits within the framework of the faith calendar cycle.

Conclude/Review

· Write poems to describe thoughts and feeling about the places they have visited.

· Discuss ways in which people demonstrate respect and how it feels to be respected.
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