[image: image1.wmf]Unit 1.1:  Ourselves - Who Am I?

Term: autumn 1
Year: 1
Cycle: A

About the Unit:

This unit is about exploring the child's self-concept and enabling them to acquire an understanding of who they are, their uniqueness as a human being and their place within their family and other social groups.  The unit promotes a positive attitude to the child's identity, whatever their background.  It covers the Christian concept of infant baptism, but this may be used alongside work from any of the world faiths where other forms of naming ceremonies are held.  Including objectives chiefly from the Celebrations and Rituals and Ceremonies strands of the Syllabus, it helps to develop reflective responses on the child's feelings towards others.

Where the Unit fits:

This unit builds on all the child-centred work in Early Years and sets the pattern for the rest of Key Stage 1 and 2 RE.

Key Vocabulary:

Me, myself, family, home, special, caring, feelings, love, the same/different, name, baptism, font, water, promises, celebration.

Suggested Resources:

Stories about birth and families within the different world faiths and human relationships, baby books/photos from home.  Appropriate audio-visual material, stories and pictures of Jesus as a child, materials for measuring and recording the characteristics of children in the class (camera for taking photos?).  Pictures of faces that are old/young, white/black, male/female, able/disabled, the church premises for looking at the font and talking to the clergy, food and celebration resources.

Expectations (relating to Core/Key Assessment Objectives)

	most children will be able to
	role-play a part in a naming ceremony

	some children will not have made as much progress and will be able to
	watch and talk about what happens at a naming ceremony

	some children will have progressed further and be able to
	talk about how an artefact is used in a ceremony


Pupil Target(s)

	I joined in the celebration of ………………… and I………………………………………




Points to Note/Further Suggestions

Discussions about the family need sensitive handling, for there may be some children who do not come from a traditional family unit.  Also, some may have been baptised, or 'named', while others have not.

The life experiences and interests of the children should be paramount in setting the tone of this unit, which uses the uniqueness of each class to reinforce the idea of equality and harmony in diversity.

Some churches and charities produce materials on the family and the individual (e.g. CAFOD, NCH).
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Term: autumn 2
Year: 1
Cycle: A

About the Unit:

The intention of this unit is to explain the Christmas story focusing on the journey and gifts of the Magi linked to ideas about precious things. There are opportunities to use festivals from other religions in the context of 'gifts'

Where the Unit fits:

This unit builds on work covered in the Early Years units, Special Things, Special Times and Special Books.

Key Vocabulary:

Magi, gifts, Bible, Epiphany, St. Lucia, gold, frankincense and myrrh, celebration, precious, mystery.

Suggested Resources:

Bible, mystery parcel(s), frankincense and myrrh, stories Pappa Panov, St. Lucia, food and music for celebration, candles (safely); apparatus/audio-visual results to variety of artistic impression of the Magi (National Gallery), CEM Unit, Gifts and Gift Bringers.

Christmas Tinderbox (A+C. Black).

Expectations (relating to Core/Key Assessment Objectives)

	most children will be able to
	sequence the events of the Christmas story including the journey and gifts relating to the Magi

	some children will not have made as much progress and will be able to
	talk about the main character/events in the Christmas story (not recorded in correct order)

	some children will have progressed further and be able to
	explain the significance of the gifts given by the Magi


Pupil Target(s)

	I know something that happened in the life of Jesus




Points to Note/Further Suggestions

The term Epiphany - meaning 'showing' represents the 'showing of Jesus' to the world - a Messiah for all people.

The Magi should be referred to as wise men/Magi not kings .

Alternative Faith stories: Hindu-Lakshmi/Jewish-Simchat Torah/Islam-Eid-ul-Fitr.


Unit 1.3:  Faith Stories

Term: spring 1
 Year: 1
  Cycle: A
About the Unit:

This unit introduces the children to key figures from the Old and New Testament, and Hindu vedas. This unit provides a base for later work on the lives of key figures. This unit focuses on Christianity and Hinduism

Where the Unit fits:

This unit builds on the Early Years Unit of Special People/Books and prepares for the Unit 2.3 Leaders: What They Said and Did.

Key Vocabulary:

Bible, vedas, Moses, Krishna, God, Ganesha, Jonah, Jesus, actions, events, special books, respect Qur’an stand, Torah, Guru Granth Sahib, lectern.

Suggested Resources:

Children's Bible, Bible picture story books. Examples of holy books and pictures showing how they are used/treated.   Islam-Stories of Muhammad's Childhood, Sikh Faith -Stories about the Sikh Gurus .

Expectations (relating to Core/Key Assessment Objectives)

	most children will be able to
	 describe an event in the life of a key figure and recognise that some books are cared  

 for in a special way

	some children will not have made as much progress and will be able to
	 name a key figure from a faith and know that some books are special



	some children will have progressed further and be able to
	 talk about the events from a story about the life of a key figure

 sequence some events in the life of a key figure


Pupil Target(s)

	I know how ……………………look after their holy book




Points to Note/Further Suggestions

When handling holy books it is good idea to be aware of how believers would want them to be handled and demonstrate this.

When talking about faith leaders and their life stories it is inappropriate to draw pictures of Muhammad.


Unit 1.4:  Surprises

Term: spring 2
Year: 1
Cycle: A
About the Unit:

This Unit aims to introduce the Easter story without focusing on the death of Jesus, but on the 'surprise of the Resurrection' It offers the opportunity to think about key stories from the New Testament about the life of Jesus.  There are also opportunities to link the Hindu festival of Holi.

Where the Unit fits:

This unit builds on the Early Years Unit on Special Times, Other Special People and Special Things.

Key Vocabulary:

Precious, surprise, New Testament, miracle, Easter, cross, candle, resurrection, friends/disciples.

Suggested Resources:

Spring Tinder  Box.  Lion Storyteller Bible, Stories from other Faiths (Lion), artefacts, Holi food, sweets, eggs, egg-shaped gift box.

Expectations (relating to Core/Key Assessment Objectives)

	most children will be able to
	talk about one of the stories of Jesus in detail, explaining the surprise

	some children will not have made as much progress and will be able to
	talk about one of the stories of Jesus

	some children will have progressed further and be able to
	explain the surprise element in more than one story


Pupil Target(s)

	I know something that a famous leader did




Points to Note/Further Suggestions

Sensitivity and care are needed not to present Jesus as a magician, it is important to talk about why he did the things he did.

Within the Progression of Teaching Activities, the festival of Holi is suggested as a link to other faiths.

Purim could be used for Judaism, but the story might need some adaptation and some of 'surprises' could be seen as unpleasant.


Unit 1.5:  Living in Our World

Term: summer 1
Year: 1
Cycle: A
About the Unit:

This unit is about exploring and acquiring an understanding and appreciation of the natural world. It may be used alongside work from any of the world faiths. Consideration of ways in which the world is cared for is linked to the care of other “special places” including places of worship.

Where the Unit fits:

The unit starts with the child, and builds on the individual's first-hand experience of their own world. It promotes positive attitudes and arouses feelings of awe, wonder and mystery alongside happiness and pleasure, pain and sadness. It includes objectives chiefly from the Places strand of the Syllabus, and also helps to develop responses to creation stories and rules about behaviour.

Key Vocabulary:

Environment, beauty, awe, wonder, earth, one world, life, creation, plants, animals, nature, caring, responsible, symbol, unique.

Suggested Resources:

Creation stories and those about the relationship of human beings with the natural world (e.g. St Francis of Assisi, Muhammad and the Camel Driver), appropriate audio-visual material, the environment around the school. Stories relating to treatment of the world, the uniqueness of the individual are listed in the unit.

Expectations (relating to Core/Key Assessment Objectives)

	most children will be able to
	appreciate the world as a special place that suffers when people don't treat it properly

appreciate that rules help people to take care of things for the benefit of others



	some children will not have made as much progress and will be able to
	know that some places are special

explain what makes them special

	some children will have progressed further and be able to
	consider the consequences of abusing the environment

explain the reasons for rules


Pupil Target(s)

	 I know that some places are special and what I have to do to look after them




Points to Note/Further Suggestions

Adopting a patch locally and keeping care of it as an ongoing project is a useful way to emphasise commitment and the continuity of nature.  This is an ideal theme for cross-faith study, since care of our environment is fundamental to many people.

There are a good many resources available on a One World theme, from the churches, charities and other programmes, e.g. CAFOD, Peace Child International, UNEP.

Links to other faiths can be made specific through the use of different creation stories and particular beliefs. 


Unit 1.6:  People and Worship

Term: summer 1
Year: 1
Cycle: A
About the Unit:

This unit offers opportunities to identify and name places of worship and their key features. It incorporates objectives from all strands of the Syllabus, but the emphasis is chiefly on the People and Places elements. It may be usefully linked to cross-curricular studies within the locality, and should start from the pupils' personal experience.

Where the Unit fits:

This is the first time that children are formally introduced to buildings as places of worship and this provides the basis for later work.

Key Vocabulary:

Church, chapel, temple, synagogue, mandir, mosque and the terms associated with them; priest, minister, imam, rabbi and names of their respective garments and artefacts; service (of worship), service (to the community), symbols and words associated with these.

Suggested Resources:

First-hand experiences of a place of worship, together with suitable artefacts, variety of music used in places of worship and other resources.

Expectations (relating to Core/Key Assessment Objectives)

	most children will be able to
	describe their own thoughts and feelings about a local place of worship and be able to name some of the key features

	some children will not have made as much progress and will be able to
	talk about a local place of worship and what happens there

	some children will have progressed further and be able to
	discuss a ceremony they have participated in, at a place of worship, and why some artefacts were used


Pupil Target(s)

	I can say how I felt and what I thought when we visited ………..




Points to Note/Further Suggestions

It is useful to prepare the faith leader, or someone else from the chosen place of worship, in advance of the visit, so that together you make maximum use of the learning opportunities whilst you are there.

Children should ideally be familiar with some of the terminology and the extent of the building before they set off, and then it is most beneficial to let pupils wander freely, as far as supervision allows, absorbing the atmosphere and forming a personal impression of the building. It is helpful to have someone who worships there to be available to answer questions as the children look around.


Unit 2.1:  What Makes a Family?

Term: autumn 1
Year: 2
Cycle: B
About the Unit:

This wide-ranging unit is about exploring the child's responses to their personal relationships among family, friends and in school life.  It asks, ‘What makes a family?’, and goes on to study life within a family committed to one of the major world faiths, looking at what makes their pattern of life distinctive.

The unit explores the shared values influencing the child in the family, in school and amongst friends.  It includes objectives chiefly from the People and Rituals/Ceremonies strands of the Syllabus, whilst linking to the lives of the world faith groups.  It also helps to develop reflective responses about the child's feelings of belonging to any other group at school, at home or elsewhere.

Where the Unit fits:

This unit builds on the work Ourselves Unit 1.1 and provides a basis for Units 3.1 Ritual in My Life and the Lives of Others.

Key Vocabulary:

Family, friends, home, belonging, feelings, care, protection, responsibility, respect, rules, beliefs, leader, home life, aspects and ceremonies associated with specific faiths and traditions, places of worship.

Suggested Resources:

Stories about families within the different world faiths, photos from home, appropriate audio-visual material, stories and pictures of Jesus/Guru Nanak/Muhammad growing up, symbols and artefacts for families/faiths (including food, music, clothing), important books for the faiths studied, pictures of places of worship, visits, badges and symbols.

Expectations (relating to Core/Key Assessment Objectives)

	most children will be able to
	realise that faith families have a place that is special to them which could be a place of worship

	some children will not have made as much progress and will be able to
	talk about a place that is special to their family

	some children will have progressed further and be able to
	be aware that all human beings need to 'belong' and to feel respected for their uniqueness; that everybody can make a valued contribution to the group identity


Pupil Target(s)

	I know that …………………..is a special place for……………..because……………………….




Points to Note/Further Suggestions

Discussions about the family need sensitive handling, for there may be some children who do not come from a traditional family unit.  The life experiences, family beliefs and interests of the children should be paramount in setting the tone of this unit, which should emphasise that the uniqueness of each individual adds to the corporate identity of the group.

Some faith groups and charities (e.g. NCH) produce materials on the family and on their particular faith family (e.g. the Family of God).

Unit 2.2:  Light and Dark

Term: autumn 2
Year: 2
Cycle: B
About the Unit:

The unit offers opportunities to explore the idea of Christmas through a theme which relates to other religious festivals and secular, first-hand experiences.

Where the Unit fits:

The unit builds on the work in Unit 1:2  Gifts and Giving 

Key Vocabulary:

Advent, Christmas, celebrate, promises, symbol, Messiah, Christingle, Divali, diva, puja, Havdallah, Hanukkah, light.

Suggested Resources:

Candles and holders, Diva, Puja set, Hanukkah, Havdallah, candle, Advent ring, carols, music for Handel’s Messiah or Godspell, the story of Rama and Sita, the Hanukkah story, the Christmas Story with references to light, Old Testament references to the Messiah, Christingle service order. The Tallest Candle big book.

Expectations (relating to Core/Key Assessment Objectives)

	most children will be able to
	give reasons why a particular religious festival is celebrated and talk about how light is used as a symbol

	some children will not have made as much progress and will be able to
	match a festival of light with a faith

	some children will have progressed further and be able to
	compare the use of light in two different festivals


Pupil Target(s)

	I know what people who celebrate ……………… believe




Points to Note/Further Suggestions


Unit 2.3:  Leaders – What They Said and Did

Term: spring 1 
   Year: 2
   Cycle: B
About the Unit:

This unit introduces the children to events in the life of Jesus, and other faith leaders and enables the children to know some of the things they did during their lives.  It also gives opportunities for children to consider the qualities required for leadership, and to identify leaders that they value in their own lives.

Where the Unit fits:

The unit provides a base for further work in the life of Jesus, Muhammad, gurus.  It provides an opportunity to build on Special People in Early Years, and Unit 1.3 Faith Stories.  It forms the basis for the work in Unit 3.3 Heroes and Heroines.

Key Vocabulary:

Jesus, Muhammad (pbuh), gurus, miracle, leader, actions, follower, qualities, teaching.

Suggested Resources:

Bible, Bible picture story books, stories about the lives of faith leaders, appropriate pictures, tapes and videos, relevant material from CD Rom and Internet sites.

Expectations (relating to Core/Key Assessment Objectives)

	most children will be able to
	describe events in the life of a key figure, and give reasons for their actions



	some children will not have made as much progress and will be able to
	talk about an event in the life of a key figure

	some children will have progressed further and be able to
	identify a significant event in the life of a key figure which brought about change in peoples’ lives


Pupil Target(s)

	I can talk about something I have done, and say why I did it




Points to Note/Further Suggestions


Unit 2.4: Endings and Beginnings

Term: spring 2 
   Year: 2
   Cycle: B
About the Unit:

This unit introduces the whole of the Easter story with the death of Jesus closely linked to the 'beginning' of the resurrection.  It offers the opportunity to study spring festivals from other faiths.

There is no Key Assessment Objective for assessment in this unit but a target for children is suggested.

Where the Unit fits:

This unit builds on the Year 1 Unit Surprise.

Key Vocabulary:

Birth, death, festival, beginning, ending, Palm Sunday, Easter, cross, crucifix, tomb, resurrection, Shabbat, Seder, Passover.

Suggested Resources:

Hot cross buns, palms, cross, crucifix, member of local community, candles.  Seder/Shabbat service order.  Cards for births and sympathy/happy/sad events.  Lion Storyteller Bible.  Lion Easter Story.
Expectations (relating to Core/Key Assessment Objectives)

	most children will be able to
	describe the events and celebrations linked to Palm Sunday and/or Passover/Shabbat

	some children will not have made as much progress and will be able to
	talk about beginnings and endings in their own life.

	some children will have progressed further and be able to
	compare feelings about beginnings and endings in their own life and those in the story of  Palm Sunday/Passover


Pupil Target(s)

	I know what happens at/on Palm Sunday/a special festival/Shabbat




Points to Note/Further Suggestions

Be sensitive when delivering the Easter story.  

Make connections between the Crucifixion and resurrection.

Links to other faiths:

Judaism:
the rituals of Shabbat and the Passover seder meal.  Yom Kippur, Rosh Hashanah



feeling sorry/starting again.

Islam:

Eid-ul-Adha - Eid cards  New Year - new beginning.


Unit 2.5:  Poems, Prayers and Promises

Term: summer 1 
  Year: 2
   Cycle: B
About the Unit:

This unit encourages children to consider sacred writings, particularly prayers, and promises. There are opportunities for children to express their views on the wonder of the world through a variety of non-narrative writings. It introduces the children to ways of expressing awe, wonder and creativity. The unit is based on the Writings and Places strands of the programme of study.

Where the Unit fits:

This unit builds on Unit 1.5 Living in Our World and provides the basis for other work, specifically Year 4, Units 4.1 and 4.5. 

Key Vocabulary:

Celebration, prayers, promises, poems, awe, wonder, creation, world, environment.

Suggested Resources:

Books of poems, prayers, promises from religious traditions including the Lord’s Prayer, secular poems expressing the wonder of creation, the country code, Bibles, appropriate audio-visual material, Circle of Days - St Francis Canticle of the Sun.

Expectations (relating to Core/Key Assessment Objectives)

	most children will be able to
	talk about ways in which they can treat the world with respect. 

be able to express their feelings about a prayer/poem they have listened to

	some children will not have made as much progress and will be able to
	retell some of the details from a creation story

	some children will have progressed further and be able to
	show their understanding of the commitment behind a promise and the consequences of breaking a promise




Pupil Target(s)

	I have thought about (chosen poem/worship song) and I can say how it makes me feel




Points to Note/Further Suggestions

This unit could provide opportunities for a more in-depth look at prayers and promises used in baptism and/or weddings.

Unit 2.6:  What Happens in a Place of Worship

Term: summer 2 
  Year: 2
   Cycle: B
About the Unit:

This is another wide-ranging unit, which incorporates aspects of the Rituals/Ceremonies as well as the Places strands of the Syllabus, and includes opportunities to take part in formal celebration, and should be specifically linked to a suitable local place of worship as far as possible.  Contrasts could then be made with a place of worship from a different faith.

Where the Unit fits:

The unit builds upon the work begun in Year 1 on People in the context of the places where they choose to worship, and it should be planned to revisit and extend aspects of the work undertaken previously.

Key Vocabulary:

Names of places of worship as appropriate; names of the acts of worship that take place there and their associated artefacts and symbols; terms taken from the language of the celebration(s) observed; ceremony/celebration; tradition/ritual [familiarity with the pattern and terminology of the faith year would be useful].

Suggested Resources:

Use audio-visual resources where first-hand experience is not possible, or to extend the scope of the study. Make full use of the range of artefacts available in the place of worship and/or borrow/buy some to continue work back in the classroom. After a visit, invite the leader of a local faith community to continue working with the children in school, as an additional 'resource'.

Expectations (relating to Core/Key Assessment Objectives)

	most children will be able to
	describe a formal celebration that happens in a place of worship and talk about how they felt and compare their feelings with those of other participants

	some children will not have made as much progress and will be able to
	talk about how they felt at a celebration they have taken part in

	some children will have progressed further and be able to
	reflect upon their own feelings in taking part in a celebration in a place of worship, and compare these with significant times of celebration in their own lives


Pupil Target(s)

	I can tell you how I feel and how others feel about (a ritual in a place of worship)


Points to Note/Further Suggestions

This may be the first time that some children have participated in a formal celebration. The focus for the visit to the place of worship should centre on what happens there. (Not the history and architecture)

The 'formal' nature of the act of worship does not mean that the language used has to be a traditional liturgy. Indeed, it may be much more helpful for the pupils to take part in a short modern form of service with which they can more easily identify.  Either way, their participation requires careful preparation on the part of the class teacher, so that the children not only behave appropriately, but that they also get the most out of their experience. It is most beneficial for the pupils to meet the leader of the worship beforehand if at all possible. The pattern of the worship and the symbolism of words, music and visual elements could therefore be talked through in advance, giving pupils an idea of what to look out for as the service proceeds. They also need to know when it is appropriate to sit, stand, kneel, sing and pray, together with any special traditions relating to dress, cleanliness, etc.

It will be much more meaningful if the children can have a part to play in the event, but this could otherwise be organised as a class celebration, making a fitting climax to the end of the unit.

The comparison of feelings associated with ceremonies may include funerals as a celebration of someone’s life.

Unit 3.1:  Ritual in My Life and the Lives of Others

Term: autumn 1 
  Year: 3
   Cycle: A
About the Unit:

In this unit, pupils explore patterns in their own lives, contrasting them with those of their friends, and those who share a religious faith. It questions how what a person believes affects their way of life. It goes on to study the way in which a faith community orders the life of its members, and it may be used alongside work from any of the world faiths.

The unit refers to the pupil's own experiences, as well as involvement by practising members of particular faith(s). The unit will enable pupils to gain an insight into the influence of faith within a practising group and to find out how tradition and ceremony is part of their religious life. It includes objectives chiefly from the Rituals & Ceremonies and People strands of the Syllabus, whilst linking to the lives of any who follow their own set of beliefs.

Where the Unit fits:

This unit builds upon the work of Unit 2.2 What Makes a Family?

Key Vocabulary:

Personal and shared beliefs, food, symbols, artefacts, traditions and rituals associated with specific faiths and religious leaders.

Suggested Resources:

Symbols and artefacts from the major world faiths (including food, pictures and statues of gods, personal texts), appropriate audio-visual material, members of the chosen faith group, visit to a place of worship to look at the symbolism represented in a ritual there.

Expectations (relating to Core/Key Assessment Objectives)

	most children will be able to
	recognise ritual in their own lives and in the lives of believers

	some children will not have made as much progress and will be able to
	recognise routine in their own lives

	some children will have progressed further and be able to
	describe some religious rituals and talk about why they are important to believers


Pupil Target(s)

	I can say how my own thoughts and beliefs are the same as or different from those of others

I can tell you some of the things you would see at a …………………….ceremony




Points to Note/Further Suggestions

The life experiences of the children, whether practising members of a faith or not, should be paramount in setting the tone of this unit. Try to use local input from neighbourhood family faiths wherever possible.

It is important to ask permission before taking photographs anywhere around a place of worship, and remember and respect the fact that, for Muslims, Allah cannot be represented in art or image.


Unit 3.2  Remembering

Term: autumn 2
  Year: 3
   Cycle: A
About the Unit:

This unit covers more than just Christmas.  It provides an opportunity to explore remembrance in the context of some major festivals, particularly in the Jewish Faith.  There are some opportunities for pupils to experience rituals linked to remembrance, which may need to be handled sensitively.   

Where the Unit fits:

Follows on from the Units 1.2 Gifts and Giving and 2.2 Light and Dark.

Key Vocabulary:

Remembrance, memory, Rosh Hashanah, Wesak, Purim, ritual, ceremony, service, cenotaph, celebration,Eid-ul-Fitr,  Bonfire Night, names of appropriate artefacts.

Suggested Resources:

Artefacts, particularly Jewish ones, appropriate audio-visual material, poetry, literature (Always Adam). 

Expectations (relating to Core/Key Assessment Objectives)

	most children will be able to
	say why a festival linked to remembrance is celebrated

	some children will not have made as much progress and will be able to
	talk about  some things people do to celebrate remembrance



	some children will have progressed further and be able to
	talk about a variety of ways people celebrate remembrance personally and collectively


Pupil Target(s)

	I can talk about how people feel when they remember somebody or something in a special way




Points to Note/Further Suggestions

Unit 3.3  Heroes and Heroines

Term: spring 1     Year: 3
   Cycle: A
About the Unit:

This unit explores the lives of members of the community in its widest sense who have performed heroic deeds or dedicated their lives to a cause. It provides an opportunity to explore the lives of past and present heroes and heroines from world faiths.  This unit explores faith in action. It extends the knowledge children have of actions by others and links them to a faith when appropriate.

Where the Unit fits:

Builds on Unit 1.3 Faith Stories and provides an opportunity to look at a broader range of key and/or local figures.

Key Vocabulary:

Mother Theresa, Saint Hugh, Lincoln Cathedral, Saint Hilda, Saint Augustine Webster, Saint Cuthbert, Saint Bede, Saint Aiden, Saint Francis, gurus, Gandhi, hero, heroine, actions, works, belief, reasons, altruism.

Suggested Resources:

Lincoln Cathedral, Beverley Minster, York Minster, Holy Trinity – Hull, Whitby Abbey, Lindisfarne, dictionary of Saints, pictures, badges, appropriate literature and music, other audio-visual material, video camera, tape recorder.

Expectations (relate to Core/Key Assessment Objectives)

	most children will be able to
	express an opinion about the action of a member of a faith group

describe events in the life of a key figure

	some children will not have made as much progress and will be able to
	describe a single event in the life of a key figure

	some children will have progressed further and be able to
	sequence events in the lives of a member of a faith group and relate them to a belief


Pupil Target(s)

	


Points to Note/Further Suggestions

This is an excellent opportunity to develop the spiritual, moral, social and cultural dimension.  Also aspects of citizenship link to the themes.  To encourage pupils to move away from restricting their choices to sports people and pop stars as heroes and heroines, introduce discussion about the distinction between those who get paid for what they do and those who do it from a personal commitment.   (The concept of altruism). 


Unit 3.4:  Food and Fasting

Term: spring 2 
  Year: 3
   Cycle: A
About the Unit:

This unit provides an opportunity to explore festivals associated with endings and beginnings. Easter is studied through the concepts of suffering and celebration, linked to experiences in the pupils’ own lives.

Where the Unit fits:

This unit builds on Unit 2.4 Endings and Beginnings and provides the foundation for work in Year 4, Unit 4.4 Spring Festivals.
Key Vocabulary:

Fasting, food, Lent, Ramadan, Easter, Id, Passover, Yom Kippur, suffering, celebration, life, death, beginning, ending, names of appropriate artefacts and foods studied.

Suggested Resources:

Relevant food, music associated with the celebrations, especially that which expresses joy and sorrow.

Expectations (relating to Core/Key Assessment Objectives)

	most children will be able to
	link fasting and celebration food to a major religious festival, symbolising suffering and new life

	some children will not have made as much progress and will be able to
	talk about a religious festival that celebrates new life

	some children will have progressed further and be able to
	identify symbolism in a celebration of new life and link it to the beliefs of the faith group


Pupil Target(s)

	I can talk about how people feel when they celebrate …




Points to Note/Further Suggestions

Obvious care must be taken when sharing food with children. Refer to the school’s health and safety policy regarding allergies and hygiene.

Be aware of possible responses when talking about suffering and be ready to handle sensitive issues.

Unit 3.5:  Holy Books

Term: summer 1 
  Year: 3
   Cycle: A
About the Unit:

This unit extends/develops work in earlier units in Key Stage 1. Children will focus on the use of religious texts. It provides opportunities to observe and investigate how religious texts are treated by members of the faith community.

Where the Unit fits:

Builds on Unit 2.5 Poems, Prayers and Promises and Early Years Special Books.

Key Vocabulary:

Bible, Qur'an, Torah, sacred, holy, lectern, stand, respect, God's word, Guru Granth Sahib.

Suggested Resources:

Bibles, appropriate other texts, appropriate audio-visual resources.

Expectations (relating to Core/Key Assessment Objectives)

	most children will be able to
	name the source of some religious stories and non-narrative writings

describe how religious texts are used by members of faith groups



	some children will not have made as much progress and will be able to
	recognise and name key artefacts associated with a religious text

	some children will have progressed further and be able to
	explain why members of a faith carry out certain rituals associated with a text


Pupil Target(s)

	I know the holy books that some religious writings come from




Points to Note/Further Suggestions

If no other religion beyond Christianity is to be studied in this unit, texts can be used from and linked to Old and New Testament or individual books in the Bible.


Unit 3.6:  Journeys to Important Places

Term: summer 2 
  Year: 3
   Cycle: A
About the Unit:

This unit is about journeys and aspects of 'pilgrimage' to places of religious significance to believers.  It relates to the Places strand of the Programmes of Study, and refers to important events in the lives of those who have faith.  It may include discussions on healing and miracles, using the Christian stories to start with, but the unit could be applied to some or any of the major world faiths.

Where the Unit fits:

This unit build on the work in Unit 2.6 What Happens in a Place of Worship and introduces the concept of pilgrimage which will be developed in unit 5.6.

Key Vocabulary:

Pilgrimage, shrine, holy, Walsingham, Lourdes, Holy Land, Israel, Amritsar, Hajj, Makkah, names of people associated with those sites chosen.

Suggested Resources:

Appropriate artefacts and symbols, souvenirs, photographs, pictures, audio-visual materials.

Expectations (relating to Core/Key Assessment Objectives)

	most children will be able to
	explain why a named site is a place of religious pilgrimage and talk about what happens there

	some children will not have made as much progress and will be able to
	explain why believers go on a pilgrimage

	some children will have progressed further and be able to
	describe examples of pilgrimages and explain some similarities and differences


Pupil Target(s)

	


Points to Note/Further Suggestions
Try to use as many pictorial and audio-visual resources as possible.  It may be a stimulating idea for pupils to recreate the atmosphere of a special place using music and artefacts to good effect. 

This unit could usefully be combined with a summer term trip to a place of historical interest, or a 'special' place of historical interest, or a 'special' place of the pupils' own choosing.  It could thus be linked with other studies in a cross-curricular fashion.

The Roman Catholic Church publishes material on saints and their holy sites that could be of interest for background reading; the unit could, in this way, be linked to the Heroes and Heroines unit already covered in Year 3.


Unit 4.1:  Making Promises

Term: autumn 1 
  Year: 4
   Cycle: B
About the Unit:

In this unit, pupils consider what it means to make promises. Through listening to and talking with members of a faith community, they explore various aspects of making a commitment, linking with the place in which the commitment is made. The unit may be used to talk about commitment to any of the world faiths, but it is especially valuable to consider how it applies to individuals and families. 

The unit explores the religious commitment that often goes hand in hand with the admission of belief.  Pupils will look at the way that such commitments can affect and shape their lives, guiding the activities of both groups and like-minded individuals.  It includes objectives from the Rituals/Ceremonies and Places strands of the Syllabus, whilst looking at faith as practised in local places of worship.  It also helps to develop reflective responses to pupils' own beliefs, using a range of sacred and religious writings.

Where the Unit fits:

This unit builds upon the Unit: My Life and the Lives of Others in Y3. 

Key Vocabulary:

Promise, covenant, commitment, belief, motivation, vocation, ordination, calling, ceremony.

Suggested Resources:

Stories about people who have lived in a certain way because of their beliefs, stories about making promises; simplified version of ceremonies involving promises; examples of promises from sacred writings e.g. order of service; appropriate audio-visual material, e.g. The Bible in Animation series: Abraham, wedding, baptism or ordination video; member of a faith group; symbols and artefacts for specific faiths.

Expectations (relating to Core/Key Assessment Objectives)

	most children will be able to
	identify key features of a religious place and link them to a ceremony involving promises

	some children will not have made as much progress and will be able to
	name some key features of a religious place

	some children will have progressed further and be able to
	identify key features of a religious place, link them to a ceremony involving promises and begin to talk about the symbolism, e.g. use of water, symbolism of a ring/circle


Pupil Target(s)

	I can talk about parts of a religious place which are important




Points to Note/Further Suggestions

Maybe start the unit by talking to a local leader with whom the children are familiar, (e.g. vicar/minister/ priest, a policeman, or Headteacher) to find out how essential is their commitment to the job they have to do.

A homework activity could involve talking to family members about the significance of the place chosen for a promise ceremony and what they remember. E.g. marriage, naming or baby welcoming ceremony. 


Unit 4.2:  Festivals of Light

Term: autumn 2 
  Year: 4
   Cycle: B
About the Unit:
This unit provides an opportunity for children to explore festivals of light, making links with other faiths. It extends their knowledge of the meaning behind the use of light contrasted with darkness and the symbolism of good and evil relating to these.

Where the Unit fits:

Building on the Year 2 unit Light and Dark but relating it to beliefs linked to festivals of light. It continues the progression of units relating to autumn and winter festivals. This is the only opportunity for Key Stage 2 children to consider festivals of light.

Key Vocabulary:

Prophet, Old Testament, Messiah, names of festivals and associated vocabulary, symbol, artefact, belief, celebration, festival.

Suggested Resources:

Children's Society RMEP book on Autumn Term festivals, CEM book, Festival of Light,  Rumer Godden, Premlava and the Festival of Lights!  Old Testament version of Isaiah, Messiah Music (Young Messiah) stories from Jewish/Hindu/Sikh festivals.  Festivals videos.

BFSS National RE Centre 'Light' publication.

Expectations (relating to Core/Key Assessment Objectives)

	most children will be able to
	demonstrate knowledge of what people believe when they celebrate festivals of light

	some children will not have made as much progress and will be able to
	will know the names of some festivals of light and some key ideas

	some children will have progressed further and be able to
	describe what people of two different faiths believe about their own festival of light


Pupil Target(s)

	I know about what people who celebrate (named festival of light) believe




Points to Note/Further Suggestions

Videos of Christian services in local churches would be useful e.g. Songs of Praise with 'light' theme. (copyright warning).

Unit 4.3:  Founders and Leaders

Term: spring 1 
   Year: 4
   Cycle: B
About the Unit:

This unit investigates the lives of key figures/founders in the major world faiths – Jesus, Muhammad, Abraham, Moses, Isaac, the Buddha and Guru Nanak with specific reference to their significance to members of the world faiths.

Where the Unit fits:

The unit builds on the children's knowledge acquired in Key Stage 1 of stories about events in the lives of key figures.

Key Vocabulary:

Founder, leader, patriarch, Pope, archbishop, leadership, qualities,  guru, priest, Buddha, imam, rabbi, vicar, minister, curate.

Suggested  Resources:

Appropriate sacred writings, Biblical story books, audio-visual material – postcards, cards etc., images of the founders being studied.

Expectations (relating to Core/Key Assessment Objectives)

	most children will be able to
	know that founders have qualities of leadership – and be able to give examples

	some children will not have made as much progress and will be able to
	identify some of the qualities of a founder/leader 

	some children will have progressed further and be able to
	understand the qualities of a founder and the effect of a founder on a faith


Pupil Target(s)

	


Points to Note/Further Suggestions


Unit 4.4:  Spring Festivals

Term: spring 2 
   Year: 4
   Cycle: B
About the unit:

This unit develops the child’s understanding of how and why religions celebrate renewal, rebirth or new life. It familiarises children with natural yearly cycles. Some religions use natural cycles to interpret beliefs about fresh starts through celebrations, rituals and ceremonies. It allows children to reflect upon human multi-sense experiences of celebrating using colour, water, song and dance. It allows children to see where the Jewish festival of Pesach fits into the story of the Christian festival of Easter and know the stories both festivals are remembering (the betrayal, trial, death and resurrection of Jesus and the plagues of Egypt and subsequent journey of the Jews). It helps children consider concepts such as ‘hope’, ‘cleansing’, ‘sacrifice’, ‘joy’ and ‘belonging’ through examining the symbolism associated with spring festivals.

Where the Unit fits: 

This unit extends earlier learning from Unit 2:4 about Endings and Beginnings to broaden understanding of fresh starts from the three main spring festivals of Easter (CH), Pesach (J) and Holi (H). It anticipates a further unit of learning in Year 6 where the concept of ‘Hope’ is examined (6.4)

Key Vocabulary:

Natural cycle, cross, resurrection, betrayal, sacrifice, Seder plate, Seder food, (lamb shank, bitter herbs, salt water, matzo, roasted egg, charoset) haggadah, plague, leader, Moses.

Suggested Resources:

Books, pictures, music that depict the Easter story, extracts from videos ‘Jesus of Nazareth’, ‘The Lion the Witch and the Wardrobe’, crosses, crucifixes, eggs, hot-cross buns, information books and pictures about ‘Pesach’, Seder plate and food,  ‘Pesach’ video, Animated Bible video Moses, books and pictures about Holi, video of celebrating Holi, confetti, TV educational programmes: camera to record your re-enactments.

Expectations (relating to Core/Key Assessment Objectives)

	most children will be able to
	demonstrate knowledge of the main beliefs linked to Pesach or Easter or Holi symbols

	some children will not have made as much progress and will be able to
	explain how faith group  participants  celebrate, Easter, Pesach or Holi

	some children will have progressed further and be able to
	compare the main beliefs linked to Easter and another festival


Pupil Target
	I can talk about how people feel when they celebrate the spring festival of ………………..




Points to Note/Further Suggestions 

Unit 4.5:  I Believe ….

Term: summer 1 
  Year: 4
   Cycle: B
About the Unit:

This unit explores prayers: prayers used in rituals and ceremonies and prayers from key religious books, and helps  children to explore prayer through symbols, artefacts, writings, and actions.  It provides opportunities to interpret and write their own prayers.

Where the Unit fits:

This unit builds in work started in Unit 2.:5 Poems, Prayers and Promises - extending the children's knowledge of religious texts and their use in ceremonies.

Key Vocabulary:

Quietness, reflection, Amen, creed,  'I believe', faith, ritual, worship, prayer, and names for appropriate artefacts, puja.

Suggested Resources:

Copies of prayers/prayer books from the relevant world faiths, appropriate service books, Bibles, appropriate artefacts, e.g. rosary, candles, puja set, posters, prayer mat,  prayer shawl, mezuzah.

Expectations (relating to Core/Key Assessment Objectives)

	most children will be able to
	describe the actions of a participant in a ritual

express their feelings about a prayer

	some children will not have made as much progress and will be able to
	name and talk about  at least one famous prayer

	some children will have progressed further and be able to
	express their own beliefs in the style of a popular prayer or creed




Pupil Target(s)

	When we looked at  ………….. I could think about and say what the writer believed when they wrote it




Points to Note/Further Suggestions

The use of artefacts is essential for this unit.

Opportunities are provided for discussion outside school.


Unit 4.6:  Our World

Term: summer 2 
  Year: 4
   Cycle: B
About the Unit:

This unit builds upon the children's understanding and appreciation of the natural world, and their place within it, and explores further their personal response to it. It focuses on the supposition that the world is a unique environment and that we all have a duty to respect and conserve it. The unit may be used alongside work from any of the world faiths and may be used to discuss how people of various faiths have explained some of the difficult questions of life. 

When using  stories with children it is important to explain the significance of oral tradition and that stories were a way of explaining difficult concepts.  For example, in Jewish tradition the exploration of TRUTH is through stories that may not necessarily be TRUE.  It is important when using creation stories to recognise that some people accept these stories as fact and this needs to be respected.

Where the Unit fits:

The unit continues the work begun in Key Stage 1, taken from the child's individual perspective of their own world. It includes objectives from the Places strand of the Syllabus and relates to man's celebration of the world we live in, encouraging a reflective response about the influence that man has – for good or evil – on his environment.  This unit links with Citizenship.

Key Vocabulary:

Environment, Earth, One World, life, the living creation, biodiversity, cycles of nature, caring, respect, sustainability, pollution.

Suggested Resources:

Creation stories, prayers, poems and songs from the world faiths, paintings and windows which celebrate the wonder of the natural world, appropriate audio-visual material, the environment around the school neighbourhood,

Development Education Centres in Hull and Leeds, globe, pictures of the Earth from space from the Internet. There are a good many resources available on a One World theme, from the churches, from charities and other programmes (e.g. OXFAM, CAFOD, Christian Aid, UNEP and Peace Child International).

Expectations (relating to Core/Key Assessment Objectives)

	most children will be able to
	understand that some people believe that God created the world 

begin to consider their own belief and sense of responsibility towards the environment

	some children will not have made as much progress and will be able to
	show understanding that the Earth needs to be cared for and give a reason why 

	some children will have progressed further and be able to
	understand that some people believe that God created the world

think about their own belief and sense of responsibility towards the environment  whilst  considering the concept of sustainable development


Pupil Target(s)

	I can tell you why we should look after our world 


Points to Note/Further Suggestions

Continuing to care for a special place as an ongoing project shows a commitment to the environment. It may be a place for tidying up or that needs to be 'saved' for future generations to enjoy.

There may be letters to be written to support its conservation, but the important thing is the children are able to play a responsible part in their own future. This is an ideal theme for cross-faith study, since care of the environment is fundamental to many faiths and also to many people in secular society.


Unit 5.1:  Religious Communities

Term: autumn 1 
  Year: 5
   Cycle: A
About the Unit:

In this unit, pupils consider what it means to live and work in a community group (e.g. a family, a boarding school, residential study).  They explore various aspects of belonging and what it means in practice, day to day, with especial reference to religious faith communities.

The unit explores the shared values that underpin the founding of a religious community.  Pupils will look at the organisation and pattern of activities in such groups and the way its members live and work for their own mutual benefit and that of others.  It includes objectives chiefly from the People and Rituals & Ceremonies strands of the Syllabus, whilst linking to the lives of faith leaders and world faith groups.

Where the Unit fits:

This unit builds mainly upon Unit 4.1 Making Promises.  It may be used to learn about communities living within any of the world faiths.

Key Vocabulary:

Belonging, commitment, care, protection, self-discipline, codes of conduct, sharing, donations, charity, zakat.

Suggested Resources:

Stories from religious communities within the different world faiths, appropriate audio-visual material, stories and pictures of faith leaders, symbols and artefacts from a variety of faiths.

Expectations (relating to Core/Key Assessment Objectives)

	most children will be able to
	know of various religious communities and the codes of conduct that govern their daily lives

	some children will not have made as much progress and will be able to
	realise that there are many different types of religious community, each with its own distinctive style of living

	some children will have progressed further and be able to
	understand the sincerity of a person's commitment when choosing to live in such a way


Pupil Target(s)

	I know why somebody mentioned in this is committed to an important cause




Points to Note/Further Suggestions

This unit may be an opportunity to study a faith community in depth, especially if there is a local one, to which you can turn for support and for resources.  Consider those that are residential centres as well as those that provide a focus for weekly worship in a town or village.  Some believers choose to live in a community and welcome visits or other approaches from those wishing to find out about their way of life, (e.g. Buddhist Centre).

Consider the possibility of the class visiting for a day to experience the daily routine and 'living' as one of the members of the faith community; or invite a follower into school to set up a religious 'community' on site (costumed)?


Unit 5.2:  Peace

Term: autumn 2 
  Year: 5
   Cycle: A
About the Unit:

This unit has a strong focus on providing the children with opportunities to reflect and respond on issues such as global responsibility and Citizenship.  It gives them opportunities to reflect on their own experience of peace and to take part in activities which give a sense of peace.

Where the Unit fits:

This unit continues the Christmas theme from earlier years, especially Unit 3.2  Remembering and gives a good foundation for Unit 6.2  Christmas Words and Images.

Key Vocabulary:

Peace, peacemaker, charity, commitment, worthy cause.

Suggested Resources:

Christmas poetry, versions of the Christmas story, carols, cards, popular songs.  Writings about peace from a variety of religions, symbols from charitable organisations, peace symbols.  CEM materials on Peace.

Expectations (relating to Core/Key Assessment Objectives)

	most children will be able to
	discuss their own beliefs about peace and identify the beliefs of others who work for a cause

	some children will not have made as much progress and will be able to
	link the idea of peace to the beliefs of Christians

	some children will have progressed further and be able to
	compare their own beliefs about peace with those of Christians linked to the Christmas story


Pupil Target(s)

	I can write about something I believe in the style of a famous prayer/poem




Points to Note/Further Suggestions

Stilling exercises and circle time are key parts of this unit.  It is hoped to forward references and examples for stilling exercises at a later date.

Unit 5.3:  Preachers and Teachers

Term: spring 1 
     Year: 5
      Cycle: A
About the Unit:

This unit extends the childrens’ knowledge of key figures and explores the belief behind their actions.  It introduces the children to different forms of writing found in key religious texts, and explores how and why we have those texts today.

Where the Unit fits:

The unit builds on the work in Unit 4.3 Founders and Leaders and prepares for the work to be covered in Unit 6.3 Justice and Freedom.

Key Vocabulary:

Preacher, teacher, conversion, journeys, communications, early church, Paul.

Suggested Resources:

Copies of the relevant religious texts, current newspapers, radio, TV, tape recorder/s, video camera, appropriate multimedia resources, maps, appropriate audio-visual material, Radio Jerusalem – dramatised text, tape recording of Archbishop Desmond Tutu’s Hull 700 speech.

Expectations (relating to Core/Key Assessment Objectives)

	most children will be able to
	express their own feelings about the work of a preacher/teacher associated with a key faith

explain the significance of key religious figures to members of faith groups

	some children will not have made as much progress and will be able to
	describe an event in the life of a key figure

	some children will have progressed further and be able to
	explain the effect of key texts on members of a faith group today


Pupil Target(s)

	


Points to Note/Further Suggestions

Unit 5.4:  Earth, Water and Fire

Term: spring 2 
  Year: 5
   Cycle: A
About the Unit:

With a specific focus on the symbolic elements of Easter this unit offers opportunities to explore the symbolism of earth, fire and water in world faiths linked to ceremonies.

Where the Unit fits:

This unit builds on all of the previous Spring 2 units and lead on to the work in Unit 6.4 Hope.

Key Vocabulary:

Earth, fire, water, ceremony, Easter vigil, paschal candle, baptismal water, blessing, cleansing, solemnity, resurrection, Good Friday, crucifixion, Walk of Witness.

Suggested Resources:

Members of local community, video of Easter ceremonies, artefacts linked to vigil ceremony, poster packs for Easter, Easter story - Brian Wildsmith.  ‘Believe it or not’ videos, simplified order of service for Easter vigil (Roman Catholic, Greek Orthodox – containing specific rituals involving fire and water).

Expectations (relating to Core/Key Assessment Objectives)

	most children will be able to
	explain what people are doing at the given ceremony and why

	some children will not have made as much progress and will be able to
	describe what participants are doing using appropriate vocabulary

	some children will have progressed further and be able to
	empathise with the participants at the ceremony and describe how they would feel


Pupil Target(s)

	AT 1.  I can explain why earth, water or fire is used in a religious ritual

AT 2.  I can explain why people do certain things in a particular ritual or ceremony


Points to Note/Further Suggestions


Unit 5.5:  Exploring Worship

Term: summer 1 
  Year: 5
   Cycle: A
About the Unit:

This unit offers opportunities to focus on worship in at least one world faith other than Christianity, to visit a place of worship and to consider the importance of ritual within religious festivals and celebrations. A distinction needs to be made between rituals associated with festivals and other rituals. The focus of this unit is clearly on ritual within festivals which help the children gain an understanding of worship.

Where the Unit fits:

This unit builds on the work in Unit 3.1 Rituals in My Life and the Lives of Others, Unit 5.1 Religious Communities and also provides a link to Unit 5.6 Pilgrimage.

Key Vocabulary:

Worship, ritual, celebration, ceremony, festival, names of appropriate artefacts. Names of world faiths and festivals.

Suggested Resources:

Westhill photo packs, RMEP videos, member of faith communities, local places of worship, artefacts.

Expectations (relating to Core/Key Assessment Objectives)

	most children will be able to
	compare the beliefs of two different faiths linked to important festivals

	some children will not have made as much progress and will be able to
	talk about what happens in rituals associated with two festivals from different faiths

	some children will have progressed further and be able to
	recognise similarities and differences between secular rituals in their own lives and sacred rituals in the lives of believers


Pupil Target(s)

	I know what people who celebrate the festival of ……………………believe




Points to Note/Further Suggestions


Unit 5.6:  Pilgrimage

Term: summer 2 
  Year: 5
   Cycle: A
About the Unit:

This unit is about journeys and aspects of pilgrimage in the major world religions.  It relates to the Rituals and Ceremonies strand of the Programmes of Study, and refers to events in the lives of key figures.

This unit especially covers elements of Christianity, the Sikh faith and Islam, building on work from Year 3 - Journeys to Important Places.  It is important, however, that pupils acquire an overview of the importance of pilgrimage in a global sense, so that they are aware of the 'whole' meaning of the word.  It is therefore suggested that most or all of the major world religions are touched upon at some stage in the unit.

Where the Unit fits:

This unit builds on the work in unit 3.6 Journeys to important places and prepares pupils for work in unit 6.6

Key Vocabulary:

Pilgrimage, shrine, temple, relic, holy, Walsingham, Canterbury, The Golden Temple of Amritsar, Hajj, Ka'bah, Makkah, Bodhi tree, Jerusalem.

Suggested Resources:

Appropriate artefacts and symbols, photographs, pictures, audio-visual materials, members of faith communities, reference materials.

Expectations (relating to Core/Key Assessment Objectives)

	most children will be able to
	describe significant features of a religious pilgrimage

	some children will not have made as much progress and will be able to
	discuss significant features of a religious place and name artefacts that are found there

	some children will have progressed further and be able to
	show empathy in describing the motivation of a believer to make a pilgrimage




Pupil Target(s)

	I know some things that people do when they go on a pilgrimage




Points to Note/Further Suggestions
There are a good many written and visual resources available on this topic and it is most important to use as many of these as possible.

This unit could usefully be combined with a summer term trip to a place of historical interest, or a 'special' place of the pupils' own choosing.  It could thus be linked with other studies in a cross-curricular fashion.

The Roman Catholic Church publishes material that could be of interest for background reading.

Unit 6.1:  The Journey of Life

Term: autumn 1 
  Year: 6
   Cycle: B
About the Unit:

This unit pulls together work that the children have covered over their primary years in the Rituals & Ceremonies strand of the Agreed Syllabus.  It focuses on rites of passage in the lives of those who belong to faith groups, at a time when many of the pupils will be contemplating the prospect of moving on to secondary school.  It encourages reflection and spiritual growth in consideration of what has gone before and in preparation for what lies ahead.

Where the Unit fits:

The Unit builds on the work covered in 5.1 Religious Communities.
Key Vocabulary:

Rites of passage, baptism, initiation, naming ceremonies, confirmation, Holy Communion/Eucharist, duty, responsibility.

Specific faith names, artefacts and symbols.

Suggested Resources:

Faith leaders, artefacts, videos of ceremonies, books and photos of practising believers, pupils' own memorabilia from events in their lives and those of their families.

Quest/Adventure books.

Expectations (relating to Core/Key Assessment Objectives)

	most children will be able to
	demonstrate some knowledge of the significance of rites of passage and how they are celebrated in two world faiths

	some children will not have made as much progress and will be able to
	describe some of the duties and responsibilities that accompany the recognition of adulthood

	some children will have progressed further and be able to
	reflect on the important next steps in their own life in relation to the knowledge and understanding developed through the unit

make choices based on reasoned argument


Pupil Target(s)

	I can explain why a believer does certain things in a particular ceremony




Points to Note/Further Suggestions

Some sensitivity needs to be shown when discussing life histories, for some children may have aspects of their past which they would rather forget.  Whilst it is important to share both highs and lows when discussing life experiences, pupils should only be asked to disclose what they wish to share with a partner.

Pupils who have already gone through some form of initiation ceremony in their own faith, will be an invaluable resource for the rest of the class.


Unit 6.2 :  Christmas Words and Images

Term: autumn 2 
  Year: 6
   Cycle: B
About the Unit:

This unit consolidates previous work on the Christian festival of Christmas and provides an opportunity to consider the Gospel accounts and their authors.  There are links with literacy in the study of appropriate texts such as poems, cards and quotes from scripture.

Where the Unit fits: 

This unit builds on earlier units with Christmas themes, especially 4.2 and 5.2.

Key Vocabulary:

Gospel, evangelist, text, source, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, Isaiah, Messiah, Old Testament, New Testament.

Suggested Resources:

Cards, National Gallery pictures, images, slides, carol sheets, Christmas poetry, tapes, CDs: Messiah, Young Messiah, CEM Christmas Image packs, Scripture Union pack of posters showing Christmas around the world', Graham Kendrick music CDs.

Expectations (relating to Core/Key Assessment Objectives)

	most children will be able to
	choose appropriate piece of religious/meaningful writing to suit the occasion of Christmas and give reasons for their choice

	some children will not have made as much progress and will be able to
	talk about one text linked to the celebration of Christmas and where it comes from

	some children will have progressed further and be able to
	link choices of text, music and images to create a particular mood/interpretation of Christmas


Pupil Target(s)

	I can say why I have chosen special writings for a special occasion




Points to Note/Further Suggestions
Preparation for this unit should be made in prior years, by collecting Christmas cards, wrapping paper and images from various sources.  Images of the Nativity and of Christmas from around the world can provide excellent opportunities for exploring cultural diversity and different perspectives on the Christmas story.

A modern version of the New Testament is essential for this unit (e.g. Good News Bible, Children's New International Version, Jerusalem Bible, Youth Bible).


Unit 6.3:  Justice and Freedom

Term: spring 1 
  Year: 6
   Cycle: B
About the Unit:

In this unit children will reflect on and respond to what they learn about justice and freedom in relation to the principle religions and secular life. It is related to the rules by which people live their lives and how these rules may originate from religious beliefs.  This unit has links with Citizenship.

Where the Unit fits:

The unit builds on work from the earlier unit in Key Stage 2 which considered commitment and what founders of religions said about how people live their lives. This example focuses on Christianity and Hinduism. The unit assumes children:

· Have some knowledge of the origin of the Ten Commandments

· Have some knowledge of the Hindu belief in reincarnation

· Have previously studied Judaism, particularly the story of Moses receiving the Ten Commandments

Key Vocabulary:

Freedom, justice, liberty, choice, commandments, rules, karma, God.

Suggested Resources:

Bible, local newspapers, copy of the Ten Commandments.

Expectations (relating to Core/Key Assessment Objectives)

	most children will be able to
	demonstrate knowledge of beliefs about codes of conduct relating to freedom of justice, particularly in relation to Christianity and Judaism 

relate key religious beliefs to hypothetical situations in their own lives and the lives of others

	some children will not have made as much progress and will be able to
	give examples of some of the rules by which people live their daily lives

	some children will have progressed further and be able to
	explain why people follow codes of conduct rules relating to their beliefs

describe the origins of the beliefs relating to the codes of conduct 

apply a variety of beliefs about codes of conduct to hypothetical situations and compare the reasons behind the different actions


Pupil Target(s)

	


Points to Note/Further Suggestions

Buddhism:  Codes of conduct within the Noble Eightfold Path could also be considered in a similar way to the suggested activities.

Judaism:  The seven Noahide laws could be considered alongside the Ten Commandments.

Islam:  Codes of conduct and expectations implied within the Five Pillars could also be considered.


Unit 6.4:  Hope

Term: spring 2 
   Year: 6
   Cycle: B
About the Unit:

This unit introduces Pentecost as a celebration of the 'birthday' of the Christian Church.  The children will have opportunities to develop a feeling of what celebration means to people and to explore the significance of those celebrations from a believer's perspective.  They will be able to consider their own thoughts, feelings and beliefs in relation to these celebrations.

Where the Unit fits:

This unit builds on the work covered in 5.1 Earth Fire and Water.

Key Vocabulary:

Hope, dream, aspiration, Pentecost, confirmation, ordination, power, inspiration, Holy Spirit, transformation.

Suggested Resources:

Newly-ordained or confirmed people, members of the Pentecostal Church, video of ordination/confirmation, artefacts linked to ceremonies used, story of Pentecost, music suggesting power, famous speech expressing hope (Martin Luther King), hymn books.

Expectations (relating to Core/Key Assessment Objectives)

	most children will be able to
	explain why hope is an important Christian concept and link it to the story of Pentecost

	some children will not have made as much progress and will be able to
	relate the story of Pentecost and say something about its importance for Christians today

	some children will have progressed further and be able to
	compare the notion of hope, expressed at Pentecost, to the confirmation or ordination of a Christian


Pupil Target(s)

	I can compare what I think, feel or believe about a celebration with the people who take part in that celebration




Points to Note/Further Suggestions
It may be appropriate to make links with the local Pentecostal church and/or invite a Pentecostal speaker in to school to talk about the importance of Pentecost and how it is celebrated.

A collection of appropriate symbolic material for the chosen celebrations could be made.

A visit to a local church to see windows, which may contain symbolism, would be useful.


Unit 6.5:  Stories and Songs

Term: summer 1 
  Year: 6
   Cycle: B
About the Unit:

This unit involves identifying similarities and differences between narrative and non-narrative writings celebrating the creation of the world, and expressing their own thoughts and feelings about how the universe began.  It allows the children to examine writings in their own context, consider the authors of key texts, and compare their own feelings with those of a writer of a key text.  The children will need to observe the use of key texts by members of the faith community. It is anticipated that children will know the names of sacred books from a variety of religions.

Where the Unit fits:

This Unit builds on the work covered in Unit 5.5 Exploring Worship.

Key Vocabulary:

Creation, celebration, natural world, Genesis, Psalms, Old Testament, song, prayer, wonder, awe, similarities, differences, David, nature.

Suggested Resources:

Selection of texts showing writers’ expressions of belief, creation stories, Bibles, collections of prayers and songs celebrating the wonder of creation, Torah, Qur'an, stories of creation, appropriate audio-visual material, simplified book of psalms, ‘Listen and Praise’ books. ‘Come and Praise’ books.

Expectations (relating to Core/Key Assessment Objectives)

	most children will be able to
	express their own feelings about how the world began

present a belief of their own in the style of a piece of religious writing

	some children will not have made as much progress and will be able to
	explain how religious and non-religious writings express ideas about life

	some children will have progressed further and be able to
	compare different writings and the ideas they express about life and creation


Pupil Target(s)

	


Points to Note/Further Suggestions


Unit 6.6:  Religious Places

Term: summer 2 
  Year: 6
   Cycle: B
About the Unit:

This unit summarises the work carried out throughout the school on the various places where believers congregate to worship, each faith in their own traditional way; it may also include other places of religious significance.  It extends the similar units in KS1, to bring together a more detailed contrasted study of the way three of the major world faiths are practised, combining strands from the Places and the People strands of the Syllabus.  It is essential that there is a significant element of visiting planned into the unit, so that pupils can work from first-hand experience of the site and the people involved with it. No specific examples of places of worship are given in this unit. It is anticipated that schools will make selections to support their chosen world faiths.

Where the Unit fits:

This unit builds on the work covered in Unit 5.6 Pilgrimage.

Key Vocabulary:

Names of the features of the chosen religious places as appropriate and their associated artefacts and symbols, ceremonies and celebrations, traditions and rituals (refer to contexts boxes in the programmes of study for examples).

Suggested Resources:

If it is impossible to make visits, then good quality audio-visual resources will be required as a substitute.  It would be helpful, if possible, to borrow artefacts for pupils to examine and to sensitively 'demonstrate' actions of the faith members, once they have been interviewed. Encarta '98 virtual tours of mosques etc. Internet ‘theresite’.

Expectations (relating to Core/Key Assessment Objectives)

	most children will be able to
	compare and contrast the places of worship of three world faiths (to include Christianity) and to describe the main features of each

	some children will not have made as much progress and will be able to
	know where three of the world faiths worship and some of the significant features of each place of worship

	some children will have progressed further and be able to
	contrast the symbolism and the beliefs associated with artefacts found in three places of worship for different faiths


Pupil Target(s)

	


Points to Note/Further Suggestions

A list of faith leaders and contacts is published by the LEA, together with a helpful list of resources.

There are resource bases around the county and the RE Centre in York will always provide a source of information for the most up-to-date publications. It cost nothing for a school to affiliate and resources may be booked in advance (Tel.01904-616857/8).

The Interfaith Centre in Bradford is another useful source of material and contacts (Tel. 0127-731674).
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