Exemplar Policy

_____________________________School Policy for Religious Education 

RATIONALE

“Religious education should enable pupils to consider and respond to important questions related to their own spiritual development, the development of values and attitudes and fundamental questions concerning the meaning and purpose of life.”

(QCA 1999)

Religious education can provide a rich and wide range of experiences inside and outside the classroom which give children/pupils/students opportunities to develop concepts and skills that will help them to make sense of their own experiences and beliefs, and to understand the beliefs and practices of members of faith communities.

It is a statutory requirement that schools teach religious education as prescribed by the locally agreed syllabus. In this school this means the Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education for North east Lincolnshire. 

“Indoctrination and conversion are not part of the educational process and therefore have no place in religious education. Religious education is an educational subject in its own right, taught within an educational framework.”








(Diocesan Guidelines 2000)

Church schools may wish to include:

Religious education in this Church of England (VC) school is firmly rooted in the basic tenets of Christianity. Whilst the diocesan guidelines for religious education are incorporated into the schemes of work, our approach is ecumenical and children of all faiths and no faith are encouraged to reflect on what might be learnt from religion in the light of their own beliefs and experiences.

As North east Lincolnshire has a comparatively limited ethnic mix, it is an important part of religious education to encourage tolerance and respect for other cultures and faiths.

AIMS

· To enable pupils to understand the nature of Christian beliefs and practices and the beliefs and practices of other world faiths;

· To teach tolerance and challenge prejudice towards people of different faiths through providing opportunities to develop an understanding of the value of living in a  multicultural, multi-faith and multi-lingual society;

· To help pupils reflect upon their own needs, experiences and questions and to confront what are sometimes referred to as ‘ultimate questions’;

· To encourage pupils to develop open minds to new and different concepts and to form their own opinions based on evidence and argument;

· To maintain close links with local churches and other religious communities;

· To learn from religions in addition to gaining knowledge and understanding about religions.

GUIDELINES – select those appropriate for your setting 

· Governors share responsibility with the LEA and the headteacher for ensuring that the requirements for religious education are met in their school.
· In accordance with the school’s voluntary controlled status the Foundation Governors are required to consider making provision for Church of England denominational teaching for any pupils whose parents request such an arrangement. In such an event parents would be requested to come into school and discuss the situation with the head teacher and the head of department and view for themselves the syllabus and the teaching.
· In early years, a religious education theme should be planned as an integral part of the school life and curriculum. At this stage it is not necessary to teach about specific faiths, but foster an awareness of and an interest in various religions, especially those within our own community of Kingston upon Hull.
· At key stage 1 and 2 pupils follow the LEA schemes of work, adapted to suit the ability and aptitude of the pupils and with a focus on Christianity and ______________ in key stage 1 and Christianity plus _____________ 
and _____________ in key stage 2.

· At key stage 3 pupils follow the LEA schemes of work with adaptations to suit the wider curriculum offered by the school.
· At key stage 3 pupils follow the schools’ own schemes of work which reflect the aims of (both the diocesan guidelines and) the LEA agreed syllabus.

· At key stage 4 all pupils follow a GCSE short course in religious studies. 

· Learning objectives are an integral part of each unit of work in both key stages. These are shared with pupils and form an essential part of the learning that takes place in each lesson.
· Diagnostic marking of selected pieces of work is a key feature of formative assessment 
· Summative assessment takes place at the end of each/most unit/s of work.
· Reports are written annually for each year group.
· Performance grades are produced annually, based on a range of criteria, and contribute to the picture of each pupil.
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