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About the Unit:

This unit provides an opportunity for children to learn about themselves, who they are, what they look like, what they like and the things they dislike.  There are opportunities to listen to stories about events in the lives of key figures and talk about what these people did.  To think about/consider repeated actions in their daily lives, and significant events in their lives so far e.g. first step, first book, first day at nursery.  It enables children to identify routines in their own daily lives.

Where the Unit fits:

The unit provides a foundation for work at KS1, developing children’s awareness of themselves as individuals, as part of a family, and later as members of a community.

Key Vocabulary:

me, myself, family, likes, rules, same/different

Suggested Resources:

stories about families, playing and taking turns, photographs of the children, a camera to take photographs, a collection of greetings cards, games where the children need to take turns, objects/artefacts associated with birthdays, selection of jigsaws and games e.g. Happy Families

Expectations (by the end of the foundation stage)

	most children will be able to
	· talk about/show something that is significant about themselves



	some children will not have made as much progress and will be able to
	· say/show something about themselves

	some children will have progressed further and be able to
	· say how they are the same and different to others


Pupil Target


	 I can show what makes me ‘me’


Points to Note/Further Suggestions

Sensitivity when talking about families.

Children could demonstrate their understanding through art/dance etc.
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About the Unit:

This unit provides opportunities to explore how festivals are celebrated, specifically mentioning the autumn festivals of Christmas, Divali and Hanukkah.  The unit links the celebrations to a religious story and introduces children to key figures in Christianity and other world faiths.

Where the Unit fits:

This unit provides a basis for work in KS1 about celebrations, particularly the festivals of Christmas, Divali and Hanukkah.

Key Vocabulary:

party, fun, food, cards, presents, happy, sad, Christmas, Divali, Hanukkah, Jesus, Rama, Sita, light, candles, Mary, Joseph, celebration

Suggested Resources:

versions of the Christmas story in picture book form, simplified versions of the Divali/Hanukkah stories as appropriate, pictures/posters representing key figures, a variety of artefacts associated with parties, candles, diva lamps, appropriate songs and music

Expectations (by the end of the foundation stage)

	most children will be able to
	· say why Christmas is a special time



	some children will not have made as much progress and will be able to
	· name a special time

	some children will have progressed further and be able to
	· talk about some of the features of a festival in simple terms


Pupil Target


	I know why ……………………………………………… is celebrated.  It is because  ………………………………


Points to Note/Further Suggestions

This unit could also be adapted to incorporate Harvest, Easter, Passover, Id-ul-Fitr, Holi, Sukkot.
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About the Unit:

This unit provides children with opportunities to investigate the lives of people within the communities in which they live and play.  It develops their understanding of their place in the world, the different roles adults have and how those people can contribute to their well being.  There are opportunities to listen to stories about the life of Jesus and to consider some of the events in his life, and introduce some of the disciples as Jesus’ special friends.

Where the Unit fits:

This Unit builds on work in the R1 I am special unit and will provide a foundation for work in KS1, particularly units 1.1 Ourselves  - Who Am I? and 2.1 What makes a Family?

Key Vocabulary:

job, special, community, school, friend, friendship, vicar, minister, priest, imam, Jesus, names of some of Jesus’ friends e.g. Simon, Peter, James and John

Suggested Resources:

stories about families and local communities, pictures/photographs of people in the school community and the local community, selection of stories about the life of Jesus, members of the local community who would be willing to come and talk with the children, local vicar/minister, priest, imam, Testament (animated Bible stories)

Expectations (by the end of the foundation stage)

	most children will be able to
	· talk about someone who is special to them



	some children will not have made as much progress and will be able to
	· name someone who is special to them

	some children will have progressed further and be able to
	· talk about people who are special to other people


Pupil Target


	I can tell you about someone who is special to me


Points to Note/Further Suggestions

Try and relate activities and resources to diversity of cultures.

Try to eliminate stereotypes e.g. a ‘white Christian’, a ‘male firefighter’.
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About the Unit:

This unit gives opportunity for children to consider how special objects are handled, and to begin to match some artefacts/symbols to a specific religious festival/ceremony.

Where the Unit fits:

The unit supports the elements in Unit R:2 Special Times and provides a basis for work in KS1.

Key Vocabulary:

object, special, vocabulary appropriate to chosen religious ceremony e.g. egg, Easter, candle, cross, palm cross, Jesus

Suggested Resources:

selection of artefacts related to Christianity and other faiths as appropriate

Expectations (by the end of the foundation stage)

	most children will be able to
	· talk about how a religious artefact was used in a ceremony



	some children will not have made as much progress and will be able to
	· name a religious artefact used in a ceremony

	some children will have progressed further and be able to
	· say why the religious artefact used in a ceremony is special


Pupil Target


	I know that ………………………………………………. is used when ………………………………………………


Points to Note/Further Suggestions

Special care and sensitivity when handling and using religious artefacts.
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About the Unit:

This unit provides opportunities for children to talk about places that are special to them and to visit places in the local community that are important or mark a specific event in the life of the community.  This could include a visit to a local place of worship.  It enables children to begin to appreciate the wider world and their place in it, beginning to develop an awareness of the importance of some buildings/places to members of the local community.

Where the Unit fits:

This unit provides a basis for work in KS1 on local places of worship and the world as a special place.

Key Vocabulary:

beautiful, quiet, calm, big, small, empty, full, place, building (e.g. church, synagogue, shrine, mosque), home, peaceful, music, song, names of artefacts/symbols which relate to places visited

Suggested Resources:

a camera to take photographs of places that are special to the children, pictures/photographs of places - both local and in the wider world -  that could be used to create a sense of awe and wonder, local park, local places of worship, members of the local community who could talk about a location/place of worship

Expectations (by the end of the foundation stage)

	most children will be able to
	· recognise a local place of worship



	some children will not have made as much progress and will be able to
	· name a place that is special to them

	some children will have progressed further and be able to
	· give the name of the building and the name of the faith community who worships in there


Pupil Target


	I know where  ……………………………………… is, near our school ………………………………………………


Points to Note/Further Suggestions

Adopt a local ‘patch’ and watch it through the seasons.
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About the Unit:

This unit provides children with opportunities to talk about which books are special to them and why, and to begin to learn how books are treated, introducing the concept of special books which are special to faith groups.

Where the Unit fits:

This unit provides a basis for work in KS1 looking at sacred books and how they are used by members of faith communities.

Key Vocabulary:

book, holy, special, Bible, Qur’an, old, new

Suggested Resources:

selection of old/new books, Bible story books, Bible, hymnbooks, Qur’an, pictures/posters showing sacred texts in use, taped stories, ‘World Religions’ dominoes (NES Arnold)

Expectations (by the end of the foundation stage)

	most children will be able to
	· talk about how an important religious story made them feel



	some children will not have made as much progress and will be able to
	· name a key figure in a religious story

	some children will have progressed further and be able to
	· talk about an event in a religious story in simple terms


Pupil Target


	I can tell you how the story of …………………………………. makes me feel 


Points to Note/Further Suggestions

Remember that sacred books (e.g. Qur’an) need to be treated in special ways!
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Unit R:1  I am Special
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Unit R:2  Special Times
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Unit R:3  Other Special People
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Unit R:4  Special Things
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Unit R:5  Special Places
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Unit R:6  Special Books
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